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HROUGH eye-gate comes many a hint to the 
mind concerning thought and action. -The 
eye receives a word-hint from the printed page 
prompting one to purchase a book, for example, and 
forthwith — but do you secure that book forthwith ? 
Those who do buy good books under that impulse 
are glad that good books are advertised as they are 
in this paper. 




















A Little Song of Work 


By Sarah Elizabeth Sprouse 


LIJAH’S mantle fell upon 
Elisha plowing sod ; 
And Gideon was threshing wheat 
When he was called of God. ° 


To Moses and to David came 
The call when shepherding ; 
For labor so befits a man 
And dignifies a king. 


One day the Holy Ghost, elect 
Of God triune to choose 

Ambassadors, poured holy oil 
On Moody—selling shoes! 


The Saviour was a carpenter ; 

The Roman’s nails crashed through 
Fine, manly hands that callouses 

Of homely labor knew. 


And Paul, Apostle, like his Lord, 
Had learned a trade and stands 

An honor to the working-man 
Who serves with honest hands, 


And so, with greater gifts of grace, 
O Soul, name thou to bless 

The gift of work ; its fellowship 
And rugged fruitfulness. 





—S—— a 





An Index to the contents of The Sunday School 
*Times for 1920, both general and classified by depart- 
ments, by titles, and by authors, giving also titles and 
authors of books noticed, may be had from The Sun- 
day School Times Company for 15 cents. 


a 
Cold Success 


Life is warm; death is cold. Those who, through 
faith in Jesus Christ as Saviour, have received God 
as their very life, and who are filled with his Spirit 
“unto all the fulness of God,” show forth a warmth 


and radiance that nothing else can successfully 
counterfeit. And the least of God’s children can 
have him in this fulness, and can let his heavenly 
warmth shed forth its blessing through them to 
others; while the greatest of those who are not 
God’s children must utterly lack this supernatural 
blessing. The Keswick Calendar recently gave in 
one of its daily readings: “ ‘Little is much if God is 
in it,’ and our biggest mountains of seeming success 
are only a melting iceberg if He is not in it.” Yes, 
the biggest human success is a cold thing, frigid with 
the touch of death even at its best. But the touch of 
God is warm and life-giving, even upon weakness and 
failure when they are brought to him, 


= 
Helping Others’ Faith . 


We are all either faith builders or faith destroy- 
ers. It is better to be builders. Our Lord’s word con- 
cerning whoever should “cause one of these little ones 
that believe on me to stumble” was a very terrible 
word of condemnation. On the other hand, he prom- 
ises great rewards to those who bring many to faith 


-in him, or build up their faith in him. A Christian 


man, writing a letter to a friend, expresses gratitude 
for what he believes that friend has done in Chris- 
tian service, and then adds: “Perhaps reminding you 
of this may be used as one of the many small strands 
of the large rope of faith which binds you to Him.” 
Are we lovingly, prayerfully seeking to add to others’ 
faith in such ways as this? 


3 rtf 
Better Than Being Taught 


To be taught is well; to do what we have been 
taught is better. Are we not all in danger of think- 
ing that we need more teaching, when we may only 
need more doing of what we have been fully taught? 
A Christian worker wrote to a friend: “I trust that 
you will ask the Lord to teach us to pray. I am 
waking up to the fact that to pray is our one big job 
in life.’ The friend replied: “Yes, my heart goes 
out to you in agreement when you say that ‘to pray 
is our one big job in life.’ May God teach“us both 
to do it—or rather, bring us both into the doing of 


“Surrender” 


6¢ 9 CANNOT understand,” said a bright college 

| girl, “how I am to use my intellect and all my 

other powers if I surrender completely to Christ 

and let him live his life in me. Am I supposed to 

make no effort to use my abilities after I have sur- 
rendered to the Lord?” 

A young Jewish woman who had accepted Christ 
as her Saviour was hesitating over a complete sur- 
render to him. She came with her problem to a 
Christian leader and said that she was afraid that if 
she abandoned herself to God she would be led into 
fanaticism. She cited the experiences of some who 
were consecrated to Christ yet seemed to go to ex- 
tremes of emotion that she wanted to avoid. 

A most common means that Satan uses to turn men 
from the truth of~God is to present a counterfeit 
of that truth for men .to follow. Very subtle are 
some of these counterfeits of Satan, and particularly 
are they calculated to deceive earnest Christians who 
are eager to go all the way with the Lord. Among 
the precious teachings of the Word for which Satan 
has his substitute is the yielding or surrender to God 
which is urged upon the believer. The understand- 
ing of this counterfeit not only will help in safe- 
guarding against error but will show anew by con- 
trast the beauty and wonder of God’s plan for the 
yielded life. For his plan provides in the most blessed 
way ‘for the highest use of the talents of this Chris- 
tian college girl, and his plan leads away from the 
fanaticism this young Hebrew Christian feared. 

“Surrender” to many Christians is the equivalent 
of “giving up”; young péople especially, who are 
facing the question, ask themselves if they are ready 
to give up this or that for Christ. Perhaps it is some 
questionable amusement, or smoking, or some cher- 


it. Don’t we sometimes talk about the need of bein 
taught to pray, when as a matter of fact we know ail 
we need to know, so far as His ‘teaching’ is concerned, 
and He is only waiting for us to do what He has 
already taught us to do? I am sure it is so in my 
own case.” We_must remember that we Christian 
believers who have the New Testament are much 
more fully instructed in prayer than were the ignor- 
ant disciples, the other side of Pentecost, when they 
said, “Lord, teach us to pray.” Since then, in the 
Gospels and in the fuller and final revelation of the 
Epistles, the Lord has taught us to pray. He says, 
“If ye shall ask anything in my name, that will I do.” 
And he says, “Every one therefore that heareth these 
words of mine, and doeth them, shall be likened unto 
a wise man, who built his house upon the rock... . 
And every one that heareth these words of mine, 
and doeth them not, shall be likened unto a foolish 
man, who built his house upon the sand.” Is there 
danger that we, as Christians, should in the matter 
of prayer be “ever learning, and never able to come 
to the knowledge of the truth” —that knowledge that 
comes only by the doing of what we know? 


i 2 
Where is Your Cargo? 


Most burdens are carried in the wrong place. 
And so most burdens are burdensome. They become 
liabilities instead of assets. They bear us down in- 
stead of lifting us up. And the reason for all this 
is that, though we have received the Lord Jesus Christ 
as our Saviour, we are not fully taking him at his 
word. He wants us to have the experience described 
by Mark Guy Pearse: “When Jesus sits,in the ship 
everything is in its right place. The cargo is in the 
hold, not in the heart.” Think of it!—that Christ 
himself will “hold” all our burdens, all our cargo, if 
we but trust him to do so. “Cast thy burden upon the 
Lord, and he shall sustain thee,” declares the Psalm- 
ist. It is noticeable that the Psalmist does not say 
that the Lord shall sustain the burden, —that is too 
inconsequential even to be mentioned: but the Lord, 
taking thy burden from thee when it is given to him, 
will sustain thee! And whoever lets the Lord sustain 
him is lifted up, not borne down. No burdens what- 
ever are then in his heart, for that-is filled with the 
indwelling Christ “unto all the fulness of God.” 


Not Passive 


ished life plan; it may be a matter of clothing or 
jewelry, or the deeper matter of giving up some friend 
who is much loved but who is a hindrance to the 
Christian life. It is true that a surrendered Chris- 
tian may need to give up such things, or many others 
that are shown to be hindrances, and their surrender 
must include this “giving up.” But this is not the 
essence of surrender. This is the negative side of 
the transaction, if we may call it so. But surrender 
is positive. It is the yielding of something to Christ. 
Now Christ does not want bad habits or question- 
able practises that are “surrendered,” so there must 
be something else that he wants yielded to him. This 
that Christ wants is not some thing, but some one. 
Surrender is the yielding of self to Christ. These 
“things” are but indications as to whether self is 
utterly yielded. If there is a struggle as to whether 
to give up dancing, or smoking, or whatever may 
be in question when the surrender matter is faced, 
then we need not be concerned over whether these 
things are sinful: the struggle itself is the index that 
self is still in control of the life that Christ wants to 
control, 

Does surrender, then, mean getting rid of the 
“self life”? Is it my “sinful self” that I am to sur- 
render? There is a sense in which the result of a 
yielded life is to get rid of the fleshly or self man- 
ner of living. But this again is negative, a getting 
rid of things that surely the Lord does not want to 
keep. Surrender is positive, giving to Christ some- 
thing that he does want to keep, and control. The 
old manner of life in the unregenerate days is to 
be put away, and sometimes this 1s spoken of as sur- 
render, but the yielded life means far more than this 
for the Christian. It is to the child of God that the 
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word is spoken, in Romans 6:13, “Yield yourselves 
unto God,” or “Present yourselves unto God,” or as 
still another translation reads, “Surrender your very 
selves unto God.” The words that follow are sig- 
nificant, “Yield yourselves unto God, as those that are 
alive from the dead,” or “Present yourselves unto 
God, as alive from the dead.” 

Some have questioned whether the word “surrender” 
should be spoken to a Christian, who is already sur- 
rendered to Christ from the very fact that he is a 
Christian. But in this passage the reason given for 
the surrender is that we are Christians, that is, we 
are alive from the dead, and it is this new creature 
in Christ who is urged to yield the control of the 
life to the Saviour. The same truth is brought out 
in Romans 12:1, where the same word 1s used for 
surrender or yielding: “I beseech you therefore breth- 
ren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies 
a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which 
is your spiritual service,” or as the margin reads, 
the service “belonging to reason,” or literally, your 
“logical service.” Some one has suggestivefy ren- 
dered it, “which is the logic of your position,” which 
is the exact thought. Christians are alive from the 
dead and should now live no longer to themselves 
but unto him who for their sakes died and rose again 
(2 Cor. 5:15). It is inconceivable that they should 
take any other attitude, and yet the beseeching of 
the Apostle indicates that there is power to do that 
very thing, to take an unsurrendered attitude and 
thus live a life not wholly yielded to the mastery of 
Christ. 

It is ourselves that Christ is eager to have. Sur- 
render, therefore, is not a matter of giving up many 
“things,” but of turning over to Christ one person. 
With the one person, all the things will be included. 
But we need not be concerned as to whether we can 
meet this or that future test of surrender, or if 
we shall be willing to do this or that for the Lord; 
there are not many things to be considered in mak- 
ing the surrender, but just one, shall I turn myself 
completely over to him? As the human lover will 
be satisfied with no gifts the loved one may offer ex- 
cept the one gift of herself, so our Lover who gave 
himself for us wants us, not our things. Are we 
secking to substitute many things, and withholding 
the one thing that will satisfy his heart? 

What does Christ do with the life thus yielded to 
him? What difference does it make in the use of 
the intellect and all the natural powers? If Christ 
is in control does that mean that I cease to act, and 
that Christ is henceforth responsible for my actions? 
Am I still to exercise my will? How is it possible 
for me to do wrong if Christ is living his life in me? 
The answer to such questions reveals the blessed- 
ness and simplicity of God’s plan for living in con- 
trast with Satan’s substitute. 

Satan’s counterfeit for surrender and faith is pas- 
sivity, the abandonment of self to the control of an- 
other. When one gives his will over to the control 
of another person he can be hypnotized, and it is 
a sin for one human being thus to yield to another. 
The abandonment of the will opens the way for evil 
spirits to come in and control the life. There is no 
being in the universe to whom we should yield our- 
selves except to the God who created us. When we 
yield to him, he never vitiates any of the powers that 
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he created; by the free choice of our wills we give 
ourselves to him, and he does not destroy that will. 
This means that we still have the personal responsi- 
bility for all our actions. To take away that per- 
sonal responsibility would be to destroy our human- 
ity. Surrender to Christ quickens into a new activ- 
ity every normal power of our beings. For the first 
time the life is in its normal place, for only under 
the control of Christ, the creator of the new life and 
of the natural life as well, can our powers have 
their proper use. Every action of the life now is 
unto Christ, and the one question to be answered 
is, What is his will? This life carries with it the 
possibility of stepping outside his will, which is sin, 
for if it did not our very humanity and the power 
of choice would need to be taken away. At every 
point, therefore, the life surrendered to Christ is 
at the opposite place from passivity. 

When the young Hebrew Christian who feared to 
surrender to Christ found that what she shrank from 
was this abandonment of her own will so that the 
way might be opened for the fanaticism she had seen 
in others, with a glad leap of new found liberty 
she gave herself to the bondslavery of Christ, con- 
fident that here was her perfect safeguard from 
everything unnatural and injurious in the expréssion 
of her powers. . 

It is clear that this passivity that opens the way 
for the strange spirits to control the life is a counter- 
feit of faith as well as of surrender. For surrender 
is what we may call the human side of faith. We 
cannot surrender to Christ till we have faith in him, 
nor can we believe that his grace is sufficient until 
we have yielded to him completely. Curist is able 
to meet every need of the life under the one condi- 
tion that the life be put into his hands. His grace 
is sufficient because his power is made perfect in 
weakness. So long as there is a conviction that self 
has some strength there will not be the surrender, 
and the grace of Christ is hindered. Full surrender 
is our testimony to the fact that we are weak, utterly 
helpless to control the life. The right place for self 
is at the bottom. Surrender is not the annihilation 
of self, but putting self into the control of the One 
who alone can regulate the life that he has created. 


“Make me a captive, Lord, and then I shall be free; 

Force me to render up my sword, and I shall conqueror be, 

I sink in life’s alarms when by myself I stand; 

Imprison me within Thine arms and strong shall be my 
hand. 


“My heart is weak and poor until it master find; 

It has no spring of action sure —it varies with the wind; 

It cannot freely move till Thou hast wrought its chain; 

Enslave it with Thy matchless love, and deathless it 
shall reign. 


“My pow’r is faint and low till I have learned to serve: 

It wants the needed fire to glow, it wants the breeze to 
nerve; 

It* cannot drive the world until itself be driv’n; 

Its flag can only be unfurled when Thou shall breathe 
from heav’n. 


“My will is not my own till Thou hast made it Thine; 

If it would reach the monarch’s throne it must its crown 
resign: 

It only stands unbent, amid the clashing strife, 

When on Thy bosom it has leant, and found in Thee 
its life.” 








Are Names Ever Blotted Out 
of the Book of Life? 


Will you please explain “He that overcometh, the 
same shall be clothed in white raiment; and I will 
not blot out his name out of the book of life, but I 
will confess his name before my Father, and before his 
angels”? (Rev. 3:5.) I believe “once in grace always 
in grace,” but this verse seems to contradict it, and 
I would very much appreciate an explanation from you. 
~- An Illinois Reader. 


Nowhere in the Bible does God say that a name 
once written in the book of life will ever be blotted 
out of the book of life. Over and over again through- 
out his Word God declares that those who have re- 
ceived Jesus Christ as their Saviour can never be lost. 
“Being confident of this very thing, that he who be- 
gan a good work in you will perfect it until the day 
of Jesus Christ” (Phil. 1:6). “And I give unto 
them eternal life; and they shall never perish, and 
no one shall snatch them out of my hand. My 
Father, who hath given them unto me, is greater than 
all; and no one is able to snatch them out of the 
Father’s hand” (John 10:28, 29). “Who by the 
power of God are guarded through faith unto a sal- 
vation ready to be revealed in the last time” ( 1 Peter 
1:5). “All that which the Father giveth me shall 
come unto me; and him that cometh to me I will in 
no wise cast out” (John 6:37). “Wherefore also 
he-is able to save to the uttermost them that draw 
near unto God through him, seeing he ever liveth 
to make intercession for them” (Heb. 7:25). “Who 
shall my anything to the charge of God’s elect? It 
is God ‘that justifieth, For I am persuaded, that 





neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, 
nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, 
nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall 
be able to separate us from the love of God, which 
is in Christ Jesus our Lord’ (Rom, 8:33, 38, 39). 
“For the gifts and the calling of God are not repented 
of” (Rom. 11: 29). 

It is one of the first principles of sound Bible 
study that, when we find clear testimony throughout 
the Bible to any truth, we must not set over against 
this any passage that may, on the surface, seem to 
contradict it. God’s Word never contradicts itself, 
and there is always an explanation, either here or 


-hereafter, of all passages in God’s Word by which 


they will be seen to be in full harmony with all other 
passages. 

But in this present question it is interesting to note 
that the only truth clearly stated in Revelation 3:5 
is that God will not blot out of the book of life the 
name of the overcomer, clothed in white raiment. 
Therefore this passage directly asserts the precious 
truth of salvation. Anything contrary to the truth 
given elsewhere in Scripture that those once saved 
through faith in Christ can never be lost is in the 
realm of sheer inference, at the most, from this Rev- 
elation passage; and why draw such an inference 
against Scripture’s gloriously clear and positive state- 
ments: 

The Editor of The Sunday School Times has taken 
occasion to ask the views of a number of sound 
Bible students concerning the passage in Revelation, 
and they have made some significantly interesting 
points, including what has. just been stated. 

“Overcomer” is. John’s word for a man who be- 
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lieves, as seen in such passages as 1 John 2:13, 14; 
1 John 4:4; 5:4, 5. ; 
Overcoming is accomplished by “the blood of the 


Lamb,” and this makes it a matter of faith in Christ 


(Rev.°12:11). “The question that really troubles is 
whether any names are written in the book except 
those who have overcome by the blood. I think not. 
All Scripture- . not. My understanding of the 
passage is this: The Sardis church, like many others, 
had a church roll. Most of these names would be 
blotted out when that roll of the visible church was 
submitted to the Judge. ‘Thou hast a few names in 
Sardis that . . . shall walk with me in white’; only 
a few of the many whose names appeared on the 
roll. How many Christians tremble when they think 
of such a scene as is here described! ‘Is my name 
written there, On the page bright and fair?’ has sent 
a cold chill over many a true saint. My thought is 
that this passage gives the true saint the blessed as- 
surance that in that day when the Judge goes over 
the Sardis roll and purges it, the real Christians — 
members of the invisible church, whose names are 
written on the real church roll—need not be afraid. 
I will in no wise blot out their names, is the state- 
ment. Instead of attacking the ‘perseverance of the 
saints’ this passage supports that doctrine. The names 
that appear on some visible church rolls may be blot- 
ted out, but names that appear on ‘the book of life’ 
will ‘in no wise’ be blotted out.” 

Another writes: “When a citizen of Rome came 
into conflict with the authorities, the penalty some- 
times inflicted was disfranchisement; that is, blotting 
out his name from the roll of citizens or electors. 
Let him know, if a Christian, and if his suffering is 
for his testimony, that, though his name may be hlot- 
ted out of an earthly roll or book, it will not be 
blotted out of the book of life. 

“Again, it has often occurred that ‘for the truth’s 
sake,’ Christians have been excluded from ‘church 
fellowship.’ That is not unknown even in our day, 
and unless I am greatly mistaken we shall see much 
more of it. Very good: let God’s children be as- 
sured that there is one place where their names are 
written and where they will not be blotted out, even 
though the professing church on earth may erase 
their names from its roll of membership. A case 
in point is that of the blind man healed by our Lord. 
He was excommunicated from the synagogue. But 
immediately after being ‘cast out’? he was ‘found’ by 
the Lord Jesus and made to joy in His fellowship. 
Hallelujah !” 

a 


A Correction Concerning “ Millerites” 


In the Lesson Pilot in The Sunday School Times 
of February 12, on the lesson “Rewards of Faith- 
fulness” (Matt. 25: 14-30), the Scriptural duty of 
serving the Lord faithfully while we await his re- 
turn was emphasized. The statement was made that 
“a vast deal of the fanaticism that has too often 
characterized the teaching and preaching of the Ad- 
vent has come from failure to recognize this truth. 
The Millerites, upon a mountain-top, waited for the 
Lord to come. They were garbed in white ascen- 
sion robes, when they should have been down in 
the valley in blue overalls and gingham aprons.” 

Several Adventists have written to The Sunday 

School Times in protest against this statement, say- 
ing very earnestly that it is historically untrue. In 
making the statement The Sunday School Times 
gave what has been in current circulation for many 
years, and what is generally supposed to have oc- 
curred. The Times now gladly publishes the state- 
ment made by the Adventists that the alleged inci- 
dent never occurred. One of these writes: 

This mountain-top experience and this ascension robe 
story is an old, ridiculous yarn invented by some news- 
paper reporter many years ago. ... The story has 
been denied again and again from our pulpits, in our 
papers, and also in the secular press. For many years 
a sum of money was on deposit in Boston for any one 
who could give any proof that the Millerites ever made 
any ascension robes or ever wore such, or that they 
climbed mountains to meet the Lord. 

The publications of the Millerites will also prove 
that they were not idle in those days, but did all that 
they could to warn the world of coming judgment and to 
get people ready for the coming of the Lord, just as 
The Sunday School Times is doing to-day. 


This writer quotes from a historical work dealing 
with the matter the following statement: 

The preparation urged upon the rank and file of those 
looking for the coming of the Lord was a preparation 
of heart and life by a confession of Christ, a forsaking 
of their sins and living a gedly life; and the only robes 
they were exhorted to put on were the ‘robes of right- 
eousness obtained by faith in Jesus Christ — garments 
made white in the blood of the Lamb. Nothing of an 
outward appearance was ever thought of or mentioned, 


In publishing from Adventists this correction in 
a matter of historical fact, The Sunday School Times 
would, on the other hand, have it clearly understood 
that it does not hold or approve the grave doctrinal 
errors ‘held and taught by the Adventist church, pop- 
ularly called “Seventh Day Adventists.” Some of 
the positions of that denomination are harmfully 
unscriptural, and are so counted by evangelical Chris- 
tians generally. 
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The Sunday-School as a Factor-in Missions 


Amazing advances in the first twenty years of the twentieth century 
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By Belle M. Brain 








April 14, 1900, the writer published an article on 

“What the Sunday-School is Doing for Missions,” 
which included a statistical table showing what was 
being done in a financial way at the close of the 
nineteenth century by the twelve Boards making the 
largest annual contributions to missions. To show 
what is being done by these same Boards at the close 
of the first twenty years of the twentieth century a 
new table has been compiled and the results of the 
two tabulated together. 

These statistics tell a wonderful story. In the 
first place they show that, notwithstanding the Great 
World War, the increase in giving to missions dur- 
ing the last twenty years has been on a scale unpar- 
alleled in any period of like duration in the history 
of missions. Without exception all the Boards have 
made large gains, and in some the increase has been 
phenomenal. At the close of the nineteenth cen- 
tury no prophet arose bold enough to predict that 
in twenty years eight of the twelve Boards would be 
counting their receipts in the millions, and that one 
—the Southern Baptist — would in ease its income 
more than 2,000 percent! Such achievements would 
have been declared impossible. 

With one pp taey the receipts from Sunday- 
schools likewise show a marked increase. Though 
in many denominations the percentage of gain has 
not been so great in ,the Sunday-schools as~in the 
churches, in others the Sunday-schools have gone 
beyond the churches. In one, the Southern Method- 
ist, the Sunday-schools, with an increase of 905 per- 
cent, have set a pace the churches will find it hard 
to follow. ° 


Sunday-school Osine, and Why 


The table further shows that the Sunday-schools 
have advanced in the matter of enrolment. In all 
denominations save one there have been large ac- 
cessions to the membership. In some denominations 
the gain runs up into hundreds of thousands, and 
in one, the Northern Methodist, it is almost a mil- 
lion and a half. This would seem to contradict the 
widely circulated statement that the Sunday-school 
is declining in membership. But this might be true 
of the last year or two, and the fact still remains 
that there have been large gains since 1900. 

One great factor in the missionary advance of the 
twentieth century has been the steady growth of the 
spirit of unity and co-operation among the churches. 
The great interdenominational conferences at New 
York in 1900, Edinburgh in+1910, and Panama in 
1916, brought the “whole Church face to face with its 
whole task” as never before, and the great inter- 
denominational organizations born within this pe- 
riod, such as the Missionary Education Movement, 
the Layman’s Missionary Movement, the Woman’s 
Foreign Missionary Federation, and the Council of 
Women for Home Missions, have inspired and aided 
the whole Church in carrying out her great task. 

Another factor in the advance has been the ex- 
tensive reorganization of the Boards along efficiency 
lines that has been and still is going on. The Sun- 
day-schools have especially felt the influence of this. 
In 1900, the work of interesting the Sunday-schools 
was largely in the hands of a secretary of the Board, 
who was already overburdened with other work. 
Now it is being carried on by a special secretary of 
missionary education or a department which is auxil- 
iary either to the Mission Board or to the Board 
of Sunday-schools of the denomination. One result of 
this is an extensive literature for pushing the work. 

The great underlying cause of the advance, how- 
ever, seems to have been the unusual number of 
important missionary anniversaries occurring during 
the last twenty-eight years. These have followed one 
another in quick succession, and each in turn has been 
made an occasion for pushing the work and giving it 
wide publicity. As a result the Church has caught 
something of the heroic spirit of the early pioneers, 
and the whole cause of missions has beens placed on 
a higher plane. 

The centenaries of Carey and the English Baptist 
Missionary Society in 1892, of the London Mission- 
ary Society in 1896, and of the Church Missionary 
Society in 1899, with their great meetings and_ fine 
output of literature, brought the nineteenth century 
to a fitting close, and those of the twentieth — the 
Haystack centenary in 1906, the centenaries of the 
American Board in 1910, and the sailing of its first 
missionaries in 1912, the jubilees of women’s soci- 
eties in 1910-11, the centenaries of Livingstone in 
1913, of Judson and the American Baptist Mission- 
ary Society in 1913-14, of medical missions and Meth- 
odist missions in 1919, and the tercentenary of the 
Pilgrims in 1920—have enlisted ‘thousands of 
workers and carried the tide of missionary enthusi- 
asm higher and higher. 


’ THE issue of The Sunday School Times for 
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In her article in this paper on this same subject 
twenty years ago, Miss Brain said: “It is a strange 
fact that, while no one who openly violates any 
of the Ten C d ts is allowed to teach in 
the Sunday-school, thousands are welcomed to 
the ranks who are utterly indifferent and openly 
disobedient to the last command.” It is quite evi- 
dent from the progress here recorded that teach- 
ers with the missionary spirit and leaders with the 
missionary vision have supplanted the old type 
of teacher and leader. Millions of dollars have 
poured into mission lands under the new mission- 
ary régime in the Sunday-school ; now for ten thou- 
sands of new laborers without stinting the giving. 











The receipts show that the Sunday-school is a 
gold mine week of yielding large returns for mis- 
sions, the yield being great or small according to the 
extent to vghich the mine is worked. The vein may 
be richer in some parts of the mine than others, but 
reports from the various Boards show the results to 
be in almost exact proportion to the effort expended. 

The danger of neglecting to work the mine for 
even a brief period is shown by the figures sent in 
by the United Presbyterians. This denomination was 
one of the first to register large gains in the new 
century, and before the close of the first decade the 
receipts ‘from Sunday-schools had increased from 
$4,831 to $14,064, a gain of nearly two hundred per- 
cent. But last year the receipts dropped to less 
than $4,000. In answer to a letter of inquiry as to 
the cause, the following very significant reply has 
been received'from Miss Anna M. Milligan, educa- 
tional secretary of the Board: 

“The reason there has been such a change in 
amounts,” she says, “is that our General Assembly 
designates Sunday-school contributions to the several 
Boards of our Church in succession, and we [the 
Foreign Board] had no chance at it at all last year. 
This year we have had the slack summer menths, 
yet our total up to date is from $10,000 to $12,000,” 

The Episcopal Church affords a fine example 
of what can be done by patient, persistent, systematic 








The Little Sermon 


By Henry W. Frost 
Director for North America of the China Inland Mission 




















God opened her eyes, and she saw a well of water 
(Gen, 21:19). 


[" IS evident that God’s blessings are not exclusively 
for the Abrahams. These get a good deal; but 
they do not get all. For in God’s house there is al- 
ways enough and to spare—enough for Abraham 
and enough for Hagar; enough for the prince and 
enough for the slave; enough for the tent and enough 
for the desert, 

There is one condition, however, which must be 
fulfilled, by each and all. One has got to have eyes 
to see. If Abraham sees only an Ishmael he does not 
get an Isaac. And if Hagar sees only desert sands 
she does not get a well of water. 

Moreover, there may be worse blindness than that 
of a natural sort. The man of John’s Gospel, in 
chapter 9, was blind naturally, but he saw spiritually. 
And Abraham and Hagar saw naturally, but they 
were blind spiritually. 

So it was, a sad plight just now, into which this 
spiritual blindness had brought Hagar. She had put 
Ishmael under one of the shrubs and she herself 
had sat down a good way off so she might not see 
her bay die; for die he must since there was nothing 
else to expect. One only chance there was; if there 
should be water, up-springing water in a desert sand! 
And the eyes, seeing, and yet blinded by grief and 
shame, and possibly anger, look this way and that 
—and see nothing! Then God wipes away the tears 
and gives his poor distracted child a quiet heart, 
when suddenly her eyes are opened, and lo! right at 
her feet, where it has been all the time, she sees 
a well of water. 

How like all this was to the experience at Jacob’s 
well, when Christ’ showed that other needy woman 
another well of water, even Himself. And the old 
story, becoming new in Samaria, may become newer 
still just now, if we will. For God, even in our 
desert, with our dearest heart-treasure put away to 
die, is able to open wide our eyes, to give us to see 
the well of living water beside us, and so to restore to 
us our hope and joy. 


Princeton, N. J. 





effort kept up without intermission through a long 
period of years, 

“Our success in securing missionary offerings from 
our Sunday-schools,” says Dr. John W. Wood, “is 
due to the fact that for the last forty-one years the 
period of Lent was set aside as the time for our 
Sunday-schools to make their missionary offerings. 
The first year (1878) the amount was $7,070, and it 
has steadily increased, until last year it was over 
$243,000. This has apparently been accomplished 
by building up a Sunday-school esprit de corps in 
the matter. The schools are led to feel that they 
have an important share in maintaining the mission- 
ary work of the Episcopal Church, and they are told 
in general terms where their money goes, and what 
it accomplishes. 

“We supply inexpensive collecting boxes to every 
pupil, and fully eighty percent of our schools use these 

oxes during the six weeks of Lent. Then we urge 

that much be made of the presentation of the offerings 
on Easter Day, and in many parishes this is a fixed 
feature of the services on Easter afternoon or eve- 
ning. 
_ The Episcopalians have another lesson to teach us, 
i. e., the importance of keeping up Sunday-school 
membership if we want large returns for missions. 
It seems incredible that with a loss of 110,000 mem- 
bers they should have been able to advance nearly 
two hundred percent in their Sunday-school giving. 
One secret of it lies in the fact that they have been abl 
to enlist eighty percent of their schools, an achieve- 
ment unequaled in any other denomination so far 
as can be learned. Many denominations do not reach 
one-half their schools. But if they had gained 110,- 
ooo members instead of losing them, their receipts 
might have been something like $340,000, and their 
a te of increase more than 300 percent. 


Various Methods Toward the One End 


Like the Episcopalians, the Disciples, who have 
made a gain of 370 percent in Sunday-school giving, 
focus their efforts on a single day. 

“The high day in the year among our Sunday- 
schools is Children’s Day, the first Sunday in June,” 
says Lucy King DeMoss, of the Unit Christian 
Missionary Society (Disciples). “A special mission- 
ary program, instructive and inspirational, is sent to 
the schools free of charge, and on this day a special 
offering is taken for foreign missionary work. But 
we do not depend entirely on this, however, for a 
great number of our schools tse the budget plan, with 
special envelopes thr -~hout the year.” 

The Southern Presbyterians attribute their fine in- 
crease of more than 600 percent largely t_ the use of 
a “Seven-Year Plan of Missionary Education in the 
Sunday-school,” which is now in its sixth year. ~ 

“The Seven-Year Plan has three parts, study, 
prayer, and giving,” says Dr. John I. Armstrong, 
president of Lewisburg Seminary, who until recently 
was in charge of it, “The foreign work of the 
Southern Presbyterian Church is being carried on in 
seven different cou ries, and the Sunday-schools 
are asked to study one country each year and sup- 
port the work there by gifts and prayer. A definite 
sum is set as a goal,‘and facts about the work in 
the country chosen for the year are put within reach 
of the schools. 

“The plan is intended to be a ‘repeater.’ After 
seven years there will be a new generation in the 
Sunday-schools, and new facts about the work. In 
three or four cycles of seven years there should be 
produced a new generation of church-members in- 
telligent about the work and active in supporting it. 

“The country chosen for 1920 was Mexico, and all 
schools are asked to study our Mexican Mission 
and give to it and pray for it. By action of our 
General Assembly two days, May 30 and October 
31, have been definitely set apart as ‘Sunday-school 
Foreign Mission Days’ in 1920. The -om | set is 
$40,000 for Mexico, and according to a plan that 
has proved attractive in former years the amount 
has been divided into shares of $5 each, and certifi- 
cates of stock are issued to Sunday-schools, depart- 
ments, classes, or individuals for any number of 
shares.” 

It would be a poor Sunday-school indeed that 
could not conduct an effective campaign with such 
helps as are put out by this Board on each country 


in turn. The output on Mexico for this year includes . 


maps, charts, pageants, programs, wall portraits of 
great missionaries, sheets of small pictures, sets of 
missionary picture stories, and study courses for 
Sunday-schools, together with Mexican music, menus, 
and recipes for missionary socials and teas—all of 
a high order of merit. 

The great advance made by the two branches of 
the Methodist Church, North and South, has been 
due, especially in the last two years, to the remark- 
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able efforts put forth in connection with the cente- 
nary of Methodist Missions, which occurred in April, 
1919. Both churches were already pushing misston- 
ary work to what was supposed by many to be their 
limit, but what has been accomplished through the 
Centenary movement has far s rpassed all previous 
oer and led all Christendom to look on in won- 
er. 

In the Northern Methodist Church the receipts 
from Sunday-schools show an increase of nearly 500 
gereems, The advance has been so rapid that the 

ethodists themselves are amazed. “When first the 
slogan was raised, ‘A million for missions,’ the whole 
Church was startled,” says one of their leaders. 
“That was not so very long ago, yet now the Sun- 
day-schools alone are raising more than two mil- 
lions !” 

The raising of this enormous ~sum by the Sun- 
day-schools of the Northern Methodist Church was 
orimarily due to the fact that for many years the 

iscipline of the Church has required ‘each pastor to 
see that every Sunday-school in his charge is organ- 
ized into a missionary society with a missionary pro- 
gram and a missionary collection once a month 
throughout the year. In addition to this, during the 
centenary each school had a centenary quota and 
was asked to make an every member canvass, and 
if possible to take a missionary collection each week. 
Attractive literature of a very high order was espe- 
cially prepared along the lines of study, giving, and 
prayer, and everything that consecration could sug- 
gest or ingenuity devise was brought into play. 

“We try to use every possible means at our dis- 
posal,” says Mr. ete O. Anderson, of the De- 
partment of Missionary Education of the Board of 
Sunflay-schools. “W_. keep a efully filed record 
of 22,000 Sunday-schools organized for missionary 
education purposes, In each of these schools there 
is a missionary superintendent, with whom we are 
continually in touch by means of correspondence. 

“We believe thoroughly in the principle of steward- 
ship as a fundamental doctrine, and try to cultivate 


the habits of giving, prayer, and service. We believe 
that the whole life belongs to God, and that therefore 
not only the giving of money but of self is the funda- 
mental need.” 

The Sunday-schools of the Southern Methodist 
Church, with their splendid increase of 905 percent, 
lead all denominations in this respect, and. have really 
scored a very great triumph. In general, the methods 
employed are very much the same as in the Northern 
Church. One feature of their work, however, is 
unusual, and has worked wonders in a great many of 
their schools. This is a system of prayer and finan- 
cial specials which Mr. J. L. Neill, of Nashville, 
Tenn., superintendent of missionary education, kindly 
describes for us as follows: 

“Inciting to giving and prayer is a process of edu- 
cation,” he says, “and our bést work along this line 
is done through the teachers in the Sunday-school. 
In addition we have been able to work out a per- 
fectly splendid system of Specials, both financial 
and prayer, and we have at present some fifteen hun- 
dred Sunday-schools that are carrying both. In most 
schools the prayer specials correspond to the financial 
specials. In a good many schools, however, the 
prayer Specials are different. The idea with refer- 
ence to prayer Specials is briefly this: The Sunday- 
school is assigned somé definite object, in some one 
of our fields, for which they are to pray at regular 
times, with the distinct understanding that they are 
not to cease their prayers for the work as a whole. 

“Tn connection with this work we issue a booklet 
of ‘Sunday-school Centenary Specials,’ in which there 
are lists of specials graded to ‘meet the needs of 
every department in the schools. So far as I know 
this is something that has never been attempted by 
any other Church, and we have found it very valu- 
able.” 

The twentieth century Sunday-school has proved 
itself a great factor in missionary work. God grant 
that the splendid advance of the first-twenty years 
may continue to the end. 

ScuHenectapy, N. Y. 
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Will America give her children, not only to Japan, 
but to the whole world? 
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With this instalment is concluded the Life-Story of Mr. Kanamori. 


This autobiography, greatly enlarged, will 


be published early in the summer, giving many additional details of his service for his own people, and of his 


travels and work in other countries. 


It may be ordered from The Sunday School Times Company, 1031 Walnut 


Street, Philadelphia, at the price, it is hoped, of $1.25 a copy. 


N THE last Student Volunteer Convention, at Des 
| Moines, Iowa, there was a motto set up high in 
the World in this Generation.” 

When I saw that motto I said to myself, “This is 
the very objective, so far as our country is concerned, 
we are now determined to attain.” 

We cannot wait until the next generation, which 
will have its own work to carry on. The evangeliza- 
tion of the world must be the work of this generation, 
and I believe that if the church of Christ at the pres- 
ent day is really resolved to accomplish this great 
object, it can surely be done in this generation. You 
have heard from the missionaries returning from all 
parts of the world what w6nderful openings there are 
everywhere on the mission field. Not only in Japan, 
but in China, in Korea, in India, in Africa, in South 
America, and in all other heathen lands, the doors 
are widely thrown open for the Gospel message. The 


the front of the platform, “The Evangelization of - 


call from the heathen lands for missionaries is now 
so loud and urgent that if the churches will really 
awaken to their opportunities and _ responsibilities, 
they cannot help making a desperate effort for the 
immediate evangelization of the whole world. 

You have already heard those loud and urgent 
calls from the foreign field through your own mis- 
sionaries.. Of course they can represent to you sat- 
isfactorily the condition of the heathen land where 
they are working themselves. But if ycu could hear 
directly from the heathen themselves their need and 
their cry for your help, you would perhaps get a 
better and keener idea of the urgency of such calls. 
I came from a heathen land and at one time I was 
a heathen myself, and am still the subject of a 
heathen country. So I ought to be better qualified 
to represent the heathen people, and to furnish first- 
hand information about the real situation of the 
heathen world at the present time. And moreover, I 


believe I have a right to represent not only my own 
heathen land, but also the whole world. Because, 
though I love my own country very dearly, yet my 
Christian heart is a little too big to confine itself to 
my own country alone. 

Thus representing the whole heathen world, I 
wish to make my humble appeal to my Christian 
friends in America. Now may I be permitted to 
speak plainly, freely, and unreservedly, though in 
deep humility, of how we of the heathen lands feel 
about foreign missionary enterprises? 

While thanking you from the bottom of my heart 
on behalf of my heathen brethren for what you have 
already done, and are now doing, for the evangel- 
ization of our benighted land, yet I cannot refrain 
from asking, “Why cannot, or why will not, you do 
more for the evangelization of the whole world? Do 
you think that you have done, and are doing, enough? 
Are you satisfied with the result you have already 
attained? Are you really trying to fufil the last 
command of our Lord, “Go ye jnto all the world, 
and preach the gospel to every creature,’ according 
to your ability or talents given from above? Are 
you earnestly endeavoring to carry out that idea of 
the ‘evangelization of the world in this generation’? 
In other words, are you doing the work of foreign 
missions according to the magnitude of the task?” 

Suppose in the last great European war America 
had sent out only a few hundred thousand soldiers 
to France to fight with the Germans, do you think 
you could have beaten that country and saved the 
world? Though the American soldiers may have 
been ever so brave and gallant individually, yet what 
could a few hundred thousand Americans do against 
miMions of Germans and Austrians? But you sent 
two millions, and were going to send more millions 
to fight the Germans, You not only gave up your 
men, but you gave up your white bread and butter, 
your meat and sugar. You deprived yourself of com- 
fort and luxury. You did not think any sacrifice too 
great to gain your object. In a word, you made the 
defeating of Germany and the saving of the world 
the supreme effort of your nation. This was doing 
the work according to its magnitude, and you gained 
your object. 

Now turn your eyes to the work of your for- 
eign missions, which is the same as conquering the 
heathen lands for Jesus Christ. Do you think this 
conquering a whole heathen land for Christ is a 
smaller work or an easier task than conquering Ger- 
many? What is the heathen force of the world at 
the present time? Taking the whole population of 
the world as sixteen hundred millions, only a little 
less than six hundred millions can be counted as the 
Christian population, and that, of course, includes 
Several hundred million Roman and Greek Catholics, 
and the rest, more than one billion, are among the 
so-called heathen population of the world. In Japan 
and Korea we have eighty million heathen; in China, 
four hundred million; in India, three hundred and 
thirty million; in Africa, one hundred and fifty mil- 
lion, and in all countries taken together the heathen 
population of the world is over one billion. Now, 
your foreign mission work is to evangelize this world. 
For this purpose how strong an army of Christian 
soldiers have you despatched? How many mission- 
aries have you already sent out? Do you think that 
you are doing this work of world evangelization ac- 
cording to the magnitude of the task? 

I know your missionaries. They are brave soldiers. 
They are gallant fighters individually, and they are 
faithful even unto death for the cause of their Lord. 
But what can this handful of a few thousand mis- 
sionaries do against the gigantic mass of a billion 
heathen? Do you think they can evangelize the 
whole world irf this generation? No; no, this is 
not doing the werk according to its magnitude. I 

( Continued on page 195) 
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Lesson for April 17 
Mark 6:1-3; John 5:17; 2 Thessalonians 3 : 6-13 
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LESSON 3. APRIL 17. BIBLE TEACHINGS ABOUT WORK 


Mark 6: 1-3; John §:17; 2 Thessalonians 3 : 6-13 
Golden Text.—In diligence not slothful ; fervent in spirit; serving the Lord.—Romans 12: 11 
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The Lesson Pilot 
By Howard A. Banks 


Getting Started in Class 
HE late J. Wilbur Chapman once said: “A 
t in our country has said that when a man 
is born his work is born with him, and that is 
true. If you do not do your work, some one else 
will have to double up, and do twice his own work, 
or else the work will have to remain undone.” Have 
you found your real task among men, and is it at 
the same time a work that God will fully approve 
when you come to render an account of “the deeds 
done in the body”? 


Our Background Material 


It is one of the mercies of God that he gave to 
fallen man something to do. Have you a real task 
in hand? (Mr. Howard.) That Christ shared in 
toil when he lived on earth gives a dignity to labor 
that should make you and me count it as one of our 
many blessings. enry van Dyke has put the truth 
in verse for us: 

“This is the Gospel of labor, 
Ring it ye bells of the kirk, 

The Lord of Love came down from above 
To live with the men who work. 


“This is the rose He planted 
Here im the thorn-cursed soil, 
Heaven is blessed with perfect rest, 
But the blessing of earth is toil.” 


The Lesson Itself 

The references, except as otherwise noted, are to Ies- 

eon-articles in this issue. Bold-face figures at the end 

of certain paragraphs in those articles will help in 
quickly locating the references. 

The deepest purpose of the Lesson Committee must 
surely have been penetrated in the masterly analysis 
which Dr. Griffith Thomas has made for this lesson, 
in The Lesson’s Main Message. / 

If our work were always associated with the com- 
mand, the supervision, and the blessing of God, pres- 
ent-day disturbing labor problems at home and in other 
countries would be problems no longer. This thought 
is suggested in the opening sentence of Dr. Ellis, in 
the teaching principle best applicable to this lesson. 

Why not include God as the pattern f our work? 
The lesson committee suggests this in the selection 
of its first and second Scripture passages. Dr. G. 
Campbell Morgan, in his illuminating little book, 
“The Hidden Years at Nazareth” (Fleming H. Revell 
Company, New York, 35 cts.), which every teacher 
of this lesson would do well to consult, says truly, 
“We must clearly understand that we never get back 
into the life of Jesus save by the way of his death. His 
death is evermore the g te of life to man —not only 
a gate to the eternal life that stretches beyond this 
place and time of conflict, but the gate jnto the eter- 
nal life which we I've to-day, if we are living in 
direct and positive cor ‘on with himself.” 

Sin brought toil and d udgery into the world. Be- 
fore the fall our first parents had a blessed task — 
they were to keep and dress the bea tiful garden, 
in which they were created, for the Lord, but after 
the fall they must become bread-winners in the sweat 
of ‘the brow. But our Lord Jesus Christ shared toil 
with men, and dignified labor in the act. 

And it was the entrance of sin into the world 
that necessitated God’s working. God was resting 
after he had seen that everything he had made was 
good, but when sin came, God began to undo the 
havoc wrought by it, and in his wonderful work 
of redemption each person of the Godhead has his 
share. The Old Testament dispensation is peculiarly 
that of the Father, in wh -h he began to give his 
own Book to the world through his own- peculiar 
people, raised up to provide a “highway of the seed” 
of him who was to come, “God manifest in the flesh” ; 
the work of atonement was done by the Son in his 
thirty-three years of life-time, when he took up to 
the cross his sinless life and offered it as a -ubstitute 
to satisfy the justice of his Father, and which is 
made available to us by faith; and the work of the 
Holy Spirit, in whose peculiar dispensation we are 
living now, as he takes out .. the world a people 
for His (Christ’s) name, or in other words, finds a 
bride for Christ, as the servant of Abraham of old 
went into a far country 4 found a bride for Isaac. 
When our Lord has finally pt. all enemies under his 
feet, completely undoing the work of Satan and éin, 
and has delivered up the kingdom to the Father, then 
will come the glorious rest of eternity (see “Say, Fel- 
lows—,” 2). . 

God is omnipotent, and by his omnipotent power 
could have destroyed all vestiges of sin at on stroke 
of his mighty arm, but he chose to do differently, 
and to enter upon this task of redemption. which has 





Devotional R: : Psalm 1212. 
jal : Exod. 20: 9-11; Prov. 22:29; 28:19; 313 
10-31; Eph. 4: 28. 
Primary Topic : A Child whe Helped. 
Lesson Material : Exod. 2 : 1-10. 
Memory Verse : Even a child maketh himself known by his 
doings.——Prov. 20 : 11, 
Junior Topic : The Ant and the Sluggard. _ 
Lesson Material : Prov. 6 : 6-11 ; 20 : 4; 24.: 30-34; 26 : 13-36. 
Memory Verses : Prov. 6: 10, 11. 
ate and Senior Topic : Workers or Shirkers. 
Lesson Material : Prov. 10:4; 13:4; 18:9; Mark 6 : 1- 
3: John 5:17; 2 ‘hess. 3 ; 6-13. 
Topic for Young People and Adults : Labor Problems. 











Mark 6:1 And he went out from thence; and he cometh 
into his own country; and his disciples follow him. 2 And 
when the sabbath was come, he began to teach in the syn- 
agogue: and !many hearing him were astonished, saying, 
Whence hath this man these things? and, What is the wis- 
dom that is given unto this man, and what mean such 
2mighty works wrought by his hands? 3 Is not this the 
carpenter, the son of Mary, and brother of “James, and 
Joses, and Judas, and Simon? and are not his sisters here 
with us? And they were ‘offended in him. 


John 5:17 But Jesus answered them, My Father worketh 
even until now, and I work. 


2 Thessalonians 3:6 Now we conimand you, brethren, 
in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye with- 
draw yourselves from every brother that walketh disor- 
derly, and not after the tradition which *they received of 
us. 7 For yourselves know how ye ought to imitate us: 
for we behaved not ourselves disorderly among you; 8 
neither did we eat bread for nought at any man’s hand, 
but in labor and travail,’ working night and day, that 
we might not burden any of you: 9 not because we have 
not the right, but to make ourselves an ensample unto 
you, that ye should imitate us. 10 For even when we 
were with you, this we commanded you, If any will not 
work, neither let him eat. 11 For we hear of some that 
walk among you disorderly, that work not at all, but are 
busybodies. 12 Now them that are such we command and 
exhort in the Lord Jesus Christ, that with quietness they 
work, and eat their own bread. 13 But ye, brethren, be 
not weary in well-doing. 

1Some ancient authorities insert the. *%Gr. powers. 

Or, Jacob ‘Gr. caused to stumble. "Some ancient au- 

thorities read, ye 
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already taken century after century, and the most 
amazing thing about it all is that he has chosen man 
to be a partner with him in the task. So that if we 
have the right view of life, the right view of it from 
God’s standpoint and thought for us, we will look 
upon our life-work as always work for him. We 
are “workers together with him” (2 Cor. 6:1). And 
“we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus 
unto good works, which God hath before ordained 
that we should walk in them” (Eph. 2:10). Where 
are more thrilling biographies to be found than of 
those men who had a clear realization of this 
fact? Carey, in his wonderful missionary vision, 
which he so wonderfully translated into action, had 
the right view when he said, as quoted by Miss 
Homer-Dixon, “My business is to preach the Gos- 
pel, and I simply cobble shoes to pay expenses.” 

Mrs. Bryner suggests that teachers of the very lit- 
tle folks begin by asking what they do to help in 
the home work, and then goes on to tell ak ut some 
of the Bible’s workers, and Mrs. Askew uses the 
same method for hér class of young girls. 
(“ee als») Mr. Ridgway, 1). When men seek to 
avoid God’s merciful provision of toil they get out 
of his will and into sin. Dr. Morgan has a wonder- 
ful thought when he says that when God first spoke 
that commendati-n from heaven itself upon his Son, 
“This is my beloved Son in whom I -am well 
ge ae he was not only looking forward to what 

is Son was to accomplish on the cross, but he was 
looking backwards over those hidden years at Naz- 
areth when “Jesus was a carpenter pressing God. 
No man is fit for the great places of service who 
has not fitted himself by delity in obscurity.” 

The “labor problem” is one of the most difficult 
which a world baffled and puzzled by the World 
War, is facing to-day. A concise plan for discuss- 
ing these problems with the class is furnished by Dr. 
Thomas, in his second point, under The Graded 
Topics. 


The Truth that Is Golden 


Perhaps some one is getting a new vision of his 
task from the study of this lesson, and perhaps he 
is discouraged, feeling that his work has not been 
“as unto the Lord,” and wondering if God wants 
him to step out of it at once into some new and 
higher sphere of labor. 

or the bewildered one who has made a new con- 
secration of life, there is a very helpful word of 
guidance in “The God-Planned Life,” by James H. 
McConkey (a pamphlet which may be had free from 
the Silver Publishing Company, Bessemer Building, 
Pittsburgh, or from Fred Kelker, Box 216, Harris- 


burg, Pa., the publication being supported by free 
will offerings) in which he says, “Consecration is not 
necessarily dis-location. . . . God’s plan for a man’s 
life does not of necessity lift him out from his 
present realm of life and surroundings. It is not a 
new sphere God is seeking. It is a new man in the 
present sphere!” | 

ut God may wish a man to change his environ- 
ment, and in that case he should “do the next thing.” 
“The golden chain of God’s great purpose for your 
life and mine is woven of the single links which we 
lay hold of, one at a time, along the pathway of 
daily opportunities.” Will you recognize the oppor- 
tunity when it comes? (Illustration Round-Table, 1.) 


Teaching Points 


It is heart work that really makes head work and 
hand work worth while for God (Miss Homer- 
Dixon). 

“Be.a lamp in the chamber if you cannot be a 
star in the sky; gladden the circle of home if it 
transcends your power to illumine the town; talk 
to the few if you have no vocation to speak to the 
crowd.” é 

“Feelings pass, thoughts and imaginations and 
dreams pass; work remains,” said F, W. Robertson. 
“Through eternity what you have done—that you 
are.” We must some wr | give an account of what 
we have built here on the earth, whether a struc- 
ture of gold, silver and precious stones, or wood, 
thay, or stubble. Perhaps those who are “saved so 
as by fire” (1 Cor. 3:15) will be “argon” Christians, 
as it were. ‘ 

The Little Jetts are not puzzle pictures, but can 
you not see the overalls on Mr. Smith’s busy toilers? 


Questions for Study and Discussion 


What is the difference between being busy and 
working? (Mr. Howard.) 


Do you want to know how to put ten years into 
one? (Family Worship, under Friday’s reading.) 


Can any one do God’s work without faith? (“Say, 
Fellows—,” 1.) 


How should \ eaeraree compare with work? (“Say, 
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Fellows—,” 3 
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This Week’s Teaching Principle 


By Charles Calvert Ellis, A.M., Ph.D. 


Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





THe Law or Association oF IpEAs.—I/deas 
which are learned together tend to recur to- 
gether. 











wet ought to take on a different aspect in the 
minds of men if it is associated with the com- 
mand, the supervision, and the blessing of God; and 
the Bible certainly justifies such association. Even 
the fourth commandment is not alone a rest com- 
mand, but a command to work as well. Paul’s re- 
peated command to servants to do their work “not 
with eyeservice as men-pleasers,” but to “work heart- 
ily as unto the Lord,” shows God’s supervision of 
toil and calls all workers back to a forgotten lesson 
of labor set forth by Longfellow thus: 
“In the elder days of art 
Workmen wrought with greatest care 
Each minute and unseen part — 
For the gods see everywhere.” 


If the class incline to associate the work of life with 
the curse alone, it may be well to lead them to a rec- 
ognition of the blessing of sustenance which ac- 
companies it. Have the class discover in the Word 
other indications of God’s blessing upon honest toil 
‘of whatever sort. Is Matthew 25:21 suggestive? 

Again, we ought to associat with work not only 
the reward of bodily s4stenance, but the possibilities 
of service to our fellow-men as set forth in Ephe- 
sians 4:28. Two other goals of human endeavor 
are closely linked not with luck as so many incline to 
think, but with earnest and honest work — personal 
preferment and happiness’ “Seest thou a man dili- 
gent in his business? He shall stand before kings” 
(Prov. 22:29). Aside from the fact that there should 
be happiness in any service upon which there rests — 
a blessing from God, have the class unfold the rea- 
sons why work should bring the elements of happi- 
ness into any life, such as the joy that comes in 
possession of ability to work, and the possibility of 
turning all work into service. 


Huntinopon, Pa. 
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The Lesson as a Whole 


By the Rev. W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 








7:16). This was Christ’s test of true living, 
and it is the best. Work is the plainest and 
most convincing proof of the reality of profession 
(Matt, 7: 21; John 13:17). 
1. The Lesson’s Main Message 

Care should be taken to limit attention to the one 
point of “work” in these passages instead of at- 
tempting to expound them in full. 

The Son of Man a Worker (Mark 6: 1-3). Christ 
came to Nazareth from Capernaum, and according 
to his custom went to worship on the Sabbath day, 
Those who heard him speak were astonished, be- 
cause they knew his earlier life as a carpenter and 
the members of his family. Only here is Christ. de- 
scribed as a carpenter. Elsewhere he is “the car- 
penter’s son” (Matt. 13:55). He doubtless worked 
with and for Joseph, Every Jewish boy had to learn 
a trade. Paul was a tent-maker, 

The Son of God a Worker (John 5:17). The 
Divine side of Christ’s life is shown here. After 
he had healed a man on the Sabbath day (vs. 1-9), 
the Jews were angry, regarding this as a breach of 
the Sabbath. Whereupon Christ went farther and 
said that God was always working, meaning his prov- 
idential care and control of the world. And then 
Christ associated himself with the Father in this 
working and thereby justified what he had done, and 
mg 3) the same time claimed oneness with the Father 

v. 15). 

The Child of God a Worker (2 Thess, 3: 6-13). 
Some of the Christians in Thessalonica (the modern 
Saloniki) had been taking an undue advantage (v. 
6), and had been (apparently) depending on others 
for support, perhaps also because they thought Christ 
was soon coming and therefore that there was no 
need of working (1 Thess. 4:13 to 5:11; 2 Thess. 
2:1, 2). And so Paul urges them to imitate him in 
working for his living (vs. 7-9), and see that each 
one labored faithfully instead of depending on others 
(vs. 10-13). It is one of the best marks and truest 
proofs of real Christianity to be independent (in the 
right sense) of others by doing our own work and 
earning our own livelihood. 

Devotional Reading : Psalm 121, (1) The look up- 
ward, verses 1, 2; (2) the look outward, verses 3-6; 
(3) the look forward, verses 7, 8. 

Books.—Commentaries on Mark: For those who 
know Greek, Swete (The Macmillan Co., New York, 
$6). For ordinary English readers, Erdman (West- 
minster Press, Philadelphia, 60 cts.).. On John: 
Westcott (Macmillan, $5), and Erdman (same as on 
Mark, 60 cts.). For 2 Thessalonians: Expositor’s 
Bible (Geo. H. Doran Co., New York, $1.25). For 
Proverbs, Pulpit Commentary (Funk and Wagnalls, 
New York, 51 vols., $2.50 each; sold only in sets). 
Two good books to be used during the entire Quar- 
ter are “Duty-Knowing and Duty-Doing,” by H. 
Clay Trumbull (The Sunday School Times Co., 50 
cts.), and “Boy-Talks,” by Philip E. Howard (The 
Sunday School Times Co., $1.50). 

(The prices of books, owing to unusual publish- 
ing conditions, are necessarily subject to change 
without notice.) 


Il. Additional Material for Teachers 

Exodus 20:9-11; Proverbs 22:29; 28:19; 31:10-31 
Ephesians 4:28. 

1. Exodus 20:9-11. God's two laws: (1) Labor; 
(2) rest. ‘Both are needed and both are to be main- 
tained, 

2. Proverbs 22:29. (1) Work done; (2) work 
honared. 

3. Proverbs 28:19. (1) True activity and its re- 
ward; (2) false activity and its retribution. 

4. Proverbs 31: 10-31. The picture of the true wo- 
man. (N, B.—“Virtuous” means, not our modern nar- 
row sense, but “noble,” or nearly like our “virile.” 
(1) Trusted, verse 11; (2) influential, verse 12; {3 
diligent, verses 13-27; (4) praised, verses 28, 29; (5 
godly, verse 30. 


Ill. The Graded Topics 


1. Intermediate and Senior Topic: Workers or 
Shirkers. (1) The Necessity of Work. It is required 
by mind and body. Both forms are essential to true 
life. Nor is one greater or more important than the 
other. Work with the brain is real work, hard work, 
wearying work. Work with the body is equally im- 
portant and essential. Note the effect of work on 
character. Thus idleness reminds us of the proverb 
that “Satan finds some mischief still for idle hands 
to do.” And climate affects work. Those who live 
in hot climates all the year round are neither so in- 
clined to work nor so strong in doing it as those 
who live in more bracing places. And so we must 
remember and follow Wesley’s words about work: 
“All at it, and always at it.” (2) The Nobility of 


“B; THEIR fruits ye shall know them” (Mou. 
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Work, The Greeks despised manual labor, but the 
gous honored it by requiring a trade to be learned 
y each boy. Some to-day are apt to despise mental 
labor, but both bodily and intellectual work are noble, 
because both are so important. The thinker is a 
real worker, for using the brain is laborious. Think 
of the nobility of this man: . 


“More men give service to their fellow-men and 
go through life without the recognition their good 
work deserves than ever will be known. 

“An instance of this is furnished in the case of 
Henry Peterson, of Boston. He is seventy-eight, and 
now he has quit his job because of his age and phys- 
ical disabilities, 

“He has been one of the staff of the Industrial Aid 
Society, and for forty years has given all of his time 
to helping men to obtain work. Never in all that 
period has he accepted pay. Never in the forty years 
has he taken a vacation. 

“When he began to hunt for jobs for others he 
was the only person in Boston giving such service 
without compensation. He found jobs for 113,698 
men and women, and in this service he has walked 
thousands of miles and brought hope and cheer into 
the lives of numberless persons. 

“He needs no monument. He has builded one by 
his acts,” (Philadelphia Public Ledger.) 

2. Young People and Adults: Labor Problems. (1) 
Some of the problems to be faced by all: (a) arbi- 
tration versus strikes; (b) co-operation versus com- 
petition; (c) right conditions of work; (d) faith- 
fulness to contracts; (¢) child labor; (f) women’s 
labor; (g) replacement of hand-work by machinery ; 
(h) thoroughness versus slackness in quantity of 
work; (i) character in service—men as co-laborers, 
not “hands.” (2) These problems, and all others as 
well, have one thing in common: the economic in- 
evitably leads up to and depends on the moral and 
spiritual. This is how a Chicago paper, The Amer- 
ican Daily Standard, put it the other day: “Indus- 
trial equity without religion is a light brig on a 
smooth sea. When the tidal wave comes it will be 
engulfed,” 


IV. The Heart of the Lesson 

The Golden Text (Rom. 12:11) gives the secret 
of all true work. 

I. The Spirit: “In diligence not slothful.” The ser- 
vice must be thorough and unceasing. 

2. The Source: “Fervent in spirit.” The heart 
must be right if the hand is to be right (2 Kings 
10:15). 

3. The Standard: “Serving the Lord.” This is 
the only guarantee of true“ service (Col. 3:22, 23). 
George Herbert shows this in his well-known lines: 

“Teach me, my God and King, 
In all things Thee to see, 
And what I do in anything, 

To do it as to Thee. 


“A servant with this clause, 
Makes drudgery divine; 

Who sweeps a room as for Thy laws 
Makes that and th’ action fine.” 


V. Leading Questions 
What is the meaning of John 5:17? 
Collect the references to work in Christ’s parables. 


Why was Paul specially anxious that the Thessa- 
lonian Christians should work? 


What are the two chief values of work? 
What principles of Christianity would solve all 
labor problems? 
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The One-Minute Mission Talk 


By Homera Homer-Dixon 


AREY the cobbler, Mary Slessor, the weaver 

girl, Moffat the undergardener, Livingstone the 
factory boy, Paul the tent-maker, Peter the fisher- 
man,—is it not a royal list, these followers of the 
Kingly Carpenter? The idle Christian is a disgrace, 
a bitter shame to the One whose name he bears. 
Handwork is good; headwork is good; but it is heart- 
work we are called to; a man once told Carey to stick 
to his business instead of preaching the Gospel, and 
his reply became a classic in Christian life: “My 
business is to preach the Gospel, and I simply cobble 
shoes to pay expenses,” 

If such a spirit (and it is the spirit of Christ) 
were to dominate the Christians of America there 
would be more likelihood of the evangelization of 
Africa’s seventy millions, India’s three hundred mil- 
lions, China’s four hundred millions, and Japan’s 
factory girls might learn from the factory girls of 
America the way of salvation. Yes, you happy Chris- 
tian girls in favorable factory ecadiane, have you 
thought of your sisters yonder, practically slaves, 
treated more vilely than words can say? What have 
you done for them? Twenty-five thousand new 
workers are needed every year, to replace those done 
to death by human fiends. Only one in five ever sees 
her home again after going to work in the fearfully 
unsanitary factories of Japan! 


Nracara Fatts, Can, 
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Labor is Life 
By the Rev. Alexander Smellie, D.D. 


AUL devotes an entire paragraph of his Second 

Letter to the Thessalonians to the commenda- 

tion of the eye which, like Antonio Stradivari’s, 
“winces at false work and loves the true.” Let us 
listen to him. 


He has his stern rebuke for two disappointing and 
faulty types of Christians, 

There is the unsettled and restless man. We hear, 

he writes, of some that walk among you disorderly. 
The metaphor is a military one; it refers to the sol- 
dier who fails to abide by his post or to keep his 
rank, and whose insubordination gives a world of 
trouble to the battalion of which he is a unit. There 
were such irregular disciples in Thessalonica, for- 
getting too readily their allotted place, leaving un- 
done or half-done their proper duties, apparently 
unable to wor patiently and perseveringly by their 
appointed task. We know them still—the flighty, 
the changeable, those who are “everything by turns 
and nothing long.” But neither the world nor the 
Church wants such unstable souls. However monot- 
onous our work may be, and however inconspicuous, 
we help our neighbors best, and we grow in nobility 
of character ourselves, when we stick to it loyally 
till it is done. 
_ Worse still, there is the positively idle man. The 
little flock of Christ in Thessalonica was acquainted 
with him. When he should have been performing his 
daily toil, he was, the keen-speakin soos says, 
busy in other people’s business. Probably he was a 
censor of these others, wondering why they were not 
engrossed morning and night with the coming of the 
Lord, and upbraiding them for a diligence a reck- 
oned earthbound and secular. Now, the Lord’s com- 
ing is a great and urgent truth which ought to rule 
us perpetually. But we misuse it utterly when we 
make it an .excuse for slackness in our rightful call- 
ing. Rather it should be the most powerful incentive 
to zeal and constancy in fulfilling the work of our 
hands. That is genuine spirituality which bids us 
welcome the discipline of honorable toil, while all 
the time we look on and up to the fast-approaching 
advent of the King. “Be ye trustworthy money- 
changers,” Christ commands in one of the agrapha; 
for,, week-day and Sunday, he expects us to go on 
trading for him until he comes. 


Christians must be neither unsteady nor indolent 
f they are, 
Paul would have their fellow-Christians bring them 
to a better mind, 

Expostulation is required, he insists; and it must 
be as emphatic as possible. Withdraw ‘yourselves 
from every brother that walketh disorderly, There 
is to be a separation which may make clear to the 
offender that, till he repents of his instability and 
idleness, he is out of harmony with the~wholesome 
traditions of the believing society. The protest may 
have to be carried farther yet, into spoken reproof. 
Very carefully and delicately, with tact and consid- 
eration, with humility as coming from one who is 
himself tempted, after thought and prayer, the re- 
proof will be conveyed. If now and then we must 
“truth it,” the apostle tells us elsewhere, it is only 
permissible to truth it in love. 

Yes, in love; for we are dealing not with an enemy 
but with a brother. He is of the family, misguided 
as his conduct has been; and inside the family, if 
fidelity is the mark of affection, bitterness and cen- 
soriousness are totally out of place. “We never heard 
her speak in haste,” her maidens say of the Princess 
in the poem; her tones were “modulated just so much 
as it was meet.” This is how the Christian speaks, 
even although for the moment blame is demanded 
of him, and not the praise it would be sweeter and 
pleasanter to bestow. 


There are high examples, to encourage us with 
quietness to work and eat our own bread. 

Paul’s own example, for instance. He. reminds 
the Thessalonians of his manner of life when. he 
was among them. That work of his which was dis- 
tinctively spiritual might well have filled all his time, 
and he was not the man to omit any detail of it. 
But that he might not burden these new converts, 
he had wrought and toiled, night and day, with his 
own hands. Laboremus—it was the watchword 
which the Emperor Severus, dying at Eboracum, left 
with his legions. It is Paul’s watchword for you 
and me. 

But the Christian has a loftier example still, that 
of Christ himself. My Father worketh hitherto, and 
I work, he said whom we greet as Master and Lord. 
Sometimes his work was nothing but the lowly em- 
ployment of the artisan. Js not this the carpenter? 
his contemporaries asked. “He made ploughs and 
yokes for the husbandmen,” Justin Martyr writes; 
and his ploughs were complete in every particular, 
and his yokes were always easy. We cannot follow 
Christ, and scamp our daily work; but when it is 
well and faithfully done, in his name and for his sake, 
he is as near us as when we kneel before him in the 
place of prayer. 


CarLuKeE, SCOTLAND. 


bs 
— +. see 








a 
Sees 





for April 17 


Lesson 
Mark 6:1-3; John 5:17; 2 Thessalonians 3: 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


The Greatest Democrat.—/s not this 
the carpenter? (Mark 6:3.) “Jesus has 
been called the Saviour of souls. He 
is more than that. He was the first 
great democrat, and hence the Saviour 
of the world.” Jesus came to show us 
what God is like: All of Jesus’ attri- 
butes are those of the high grade work- 
ing-man. “My Father worketh even until 
now, and I work.” In the last few years 
all the world has come to find out that 
the carpenter, the miner, the railroader, 
the man who works, is the indispensable 
citizen. We can get along splendidly 
without our “royalties,” but we must 
have our mechanics. For years the world 
has been fooled by “the divine right of 
kings,” while all the while the only di- 
vinity the world has known was a coun- 
try carpenter. No, not “Contractor and 
Builder,” as the signs say, but just “one 
of the hands.” In America in this day 
and generation the “carpenter” has come 
to his own. e is the man who owns 
things. The great industries and utili- 
fies are owned by “carpenters.” The 
millions of savings bank deposits are 
represented by the bonds of business. 
The millions of industrial insurance pre- 
miums are put into the bonds of busi- 
ness, Three hundred and sixty thousand 
shares of the preferred, and five hun- 
dred thousand shares of the common 
stock of the United States Steel Corpora- 
tion are owned by seventy-eight thou- 
sand “carpenters” of that company. The 
Philadelphia Press says that of the forty- 
eight thousand storekeepers of Philadel- 
ae forty-seven thousand five hundred 

gan their careers at financial zero. 
The working-man, the man in the small 
place, the “carpenter,” needs no patron 
saint. God himself in the person of 
the Son is his brother. Or if you please, 
Head of the Union. Never you forget 
that, old Horny: Hand! (John 13:5; 
20: 15.) 

The Working-man’s Religion. — My 
Father worketh ... and -I work (John 
y 17). In Coatesville, when old Lazy 

um oes to the mourner’s bench the 
first evidence of a change in him is 
that he hunts a steady job. When he 
strikes the job he hangs to it. There 
never has been, nor ever can be, such an 
impossible animal as a Christian loafer. 
Lots of folks who feature the Sabbath 
day to keep it holy forget that the same 
commandment reads, “Six days shalt 
thou work.” The Bible is the most 
industrious book printed. Something 
doing every minute. From the first 
chapter in Genesis, where we see God 
busy spinning a beautiful world out of 
chaos, to the last chapter in Revelation, 
where the Spirit and the Bride are busy 
getting the sheep safely behind the shin- 
ing walls of the pearly city and to the 

reat watering-place in the Golden 

quare. The religion of the Bible is a 
working-man’s religion. Royalties rarely 
worked. With a few exceptions they 
were a costly, ornamental luxury. Often 
a curse to their people. The “King” 
of America and the King of England 
are not kings in the autocrat sense. The 
are workers, and a fine thing about all 
those of my generation is that they have 
been workers together with Him. My 
first American king was King Abraham 
and my first English king was King Vic- 
toria. Both the greatest ever. Jesus was 
the busiest worker known. “A great while 
before day” (Mark 1: 35) ; “In the fourth 
watch of the night he came unto them” 
(Matt. 14:25; John 3:2). Our God is 
a working-man’s God, and the Christian 
religion was founded by a working-man. 
This is why it so splendidly fits in all 
up and down the creek where we steel 
and iron workers sweat. (1) 


Overtime.— Neither did we eat bread 
for nought ... but in labor .. . work- 


"ang night and day (2 Thess. 3:8). Here 


we have the tramp mechanic as the first 
great missionary. All right, then, let 
us say the peripatetic housing fabrica- 
tor! The tramp machinist blows into 
town with hammer and chisel and a set 
of calipers. The tramp moulder with 
trowel, double-under, and lifter. The 
tramp carpenter, with plane, hatchet, and 





saw. This is all they need to do you 
a good job, for they are real mechanics. 
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Paul blew into his towns in just like 
manner, with needle, knife, and a ball 
of twine. They were all he needed, for 
he was a tent-maker, and you may be 
very sure he could cut out and sew just 
as excellently as he could write and 
preach. Mr. Paul de Tarsus took off 
his hat to neither Jew nor Gentile. He 
paid his shot and went where and when 
he liked, the delightfully independent 
democrat he chose to be (1 Cor. 9: 19- 
22). Just note that “night and day” state- 
ment, will you. I never knew a man who 
ever got anywhere without working 
night and day. I am writing this note 
late in the night. All my life there 
have never been hours enough in the day 
for me. The history of every successful 
man is written in the words “Hard 
Worker.” Do you know a successful 
family that is not spelled by the same 
two words? If you think you know 
such a family introduce me to the 
mother, I want ‘to ask her somnettine 
Yes, I know some families where wealt 
made them think there was no need 
to work, but don’t ask me to tell about 
them. ,I like joyous things. God has 
wisely tied up happiness with work in 
planning this Ban = of his, and in our 
lesson to-day he is showing us that work 
is divine. , 
CoaATESVILLE, Pa, 


we 
The Illustration Round -Table 


LLUSTRATIONS must reach The Sunday 

School Times three full months in advance 

of the date of the lesson. If coming later 
they may not be considered at all. o not 
submit illustrations without first securing a 
circular that explains the acceptance of ma- 
terial, and the year’s lesson calendar, which 
will be sent for ten cents in stamps. All read- 
ers are invited to assist in the conduct of 
this department. One dollar is offered for 
every anecdotal lesson illustration used, and 
two dollars for the best one each week. 


Short illustrations, of from 75 tp 158 words, 
are greatly preferred. mae will be accepted 
ahead of longer ones equally good. 

Illustrations on other verses than the 
Golden Text are specially desired, and will 
stand a better ch of pt than 
illustrations on the Golden Text. 

The Unwelcome Guest.—Neither did 
we eat bread for nought at any man’s 
hand, but in labor and travail, working 
night and day (2 Thess. 3:8). A neigh- 
bor knocked at the lazy man’s door and 
told him of a position he could get by 
going after it. “Um,” said the man, “it 
appears that considerable effort will be 








involved.” “Oh, yes,” said the neighbor, 
“you will pass many sleepless nights 
and toilsome days, but it is good pay, 
and a chance for advancement.” “Um ig 
said the man, “And who are you?” “I 
am called Opportunity.” “Um! You call 
yourself Opportunity, but you look like 
Hard Work to me.” And he slammed 
the door.—From the New Success. Sent 
by Emma C. Fisk, Boonville, N. Y. The 
prise for this week is awarded to this 
illustration, (1) 


If We Want Returns.—/f any will not 
work, ‘neither let him eat (v. 10). A 
modern wit has suggested that the trou- 
ble with the pte who sit and wait 
and watch for their ships to come in is 
that they have never launched any ships 
to begin with, We must build and 
launch, before sitting down to expect 
return cargoes.—From the Christian Age. 
Sent by J. A. Clark, Leicester, Eng. 


American Idols.—The Sunday-school 
lesson had been about the second.com- 
mandment. The teacher questioned, 
“Are there any idols in America?” “Yes,” 
replied the small boy, “me father is 
idle, and me uncle, too.”—Source un- 
known. Sent by Mary E. Watson, Hart- 
ford, Conn, 


“Argon” Christians.—/n diligence not 
slothful (Golden Text). There are some 
professing Christians who never do any- 
thing for their Master. That great sci- 
entist, Lord Rayleigh, discovered a new 
element; but, although he made man 
experiments, he could not find that it 
served any useful purpose at all. So he 
called it “Argon,” a Greek word, mean- 
ing, “doing nothing-—useless.” There 
are many “argon” folk among us.— 
From Sunday Circle. Sent by the Rev. 
W. Haslam, B.D., Oswaldtwistle, Lan- 
cashire, Eng. (2) 


Misplaced Energy.—Jn diligence not 
slothful (Golden Text). Employer: 
“Look here, Perkins, if you would de- 
vote as much energy to your work as 
you do to asking me to raise your salary, 
I’d raise your salary.”"—From London 
Opinion. Sent by W. J. Hart, D.D., 
Sandy Creek, N.Y. ~° 


Not the Best R dation. — Jn 
diligence not slothful (Golden Text). A 
Japanese “boy” came to the home of 
a minister in Los Angeles recently and 
applied for a position. Now it hap- 
pened that the household was already 
well supplied with servants, so the min- 





The Lesson Cartoon for This Week 
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ister’s wife said, “I am sorry, but we 
really haven’t enough work to keep an- 
other ‘boy’ busy.” “Madame,” said the 
Oriental politely, “I am sure that you 
must have. You may not know what a 
little bit of work it takes to keep me em- 
ployed.” One does not have to go to 
Japan to find such people; they can be 
found in some American churches.— 
From World Outlook. Sent by W. J. 
Hart, D.D., Sandy Creek, N. Y. 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Lord Jesus, 
we remember to-day thy spirit of toil as 
thou didst move steadily from one duty to 
another in thy earthly walk. We are 
shamed by our own over-carefulness. Thou 
hast encouraged us to use these bodies of 
ours for work, and while we know that thou 
didst not neglect needful rest, yet how 
thy work stands forth day by day, and night 
after night in thy ministry to men! We 
would be like thee in this, and like thy hard- 
working disciples of the early church. Give us 
endurance of body and of mind, we pray thee, 
and swift action in applying to our work a 
keen sense of duty and of holy privilege. 
May we not be idle and thoughtless, but in 
work and in recreation may we remember 
that thou art committing great tasks to us, 
and that we are to be busy in thy service as 
thy true followers. We ask this in thy name. 
Amen. 

After the Lesson.—It is said that 
there was once a man who used to in- 
sist that he liked work, but that he 
didn’t like to work between meals. I 
wonder if you ever knew him? An- 
other used to say, “The first thing after 
I am up and dressed in the morning I 
like to take a good long rest.” I won- 
der if any of you ever knew him? Has 
he any relatives around here? Perhaps 
some of us do not even like to get up 
in the morning. The Bible must be a 
very troublesome book to some folks, 

HRIST 


A WorKING CHristiAN 
THE GREAT PARTNERSHIP 














because it has a tendency to keep us 


'moving. It shows us not only that there 


is a lot to do, but it gives us such dis- 
turbing examples of workers at their 
work that a lazy Christian gets pretty 
uncomfortable. “My Father worketh,” 
said the Lord Jesus, “and I work.” 
And the great apostle, writing to the 
Thessalonians says that he worked night 
and day that he might not burden his 
fellow-Christians. How busy we are 
about a lot of things that are not work, 
—busybodies that work not at all! Well, 
shall we ask the Lord Jesus to-day to 
lift us right out of laziness and care- 
lessness, and really put us at work to 
the very limit? 


PHILADELPHIA, 
ake 


Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“Work, for the night is coming.” 
“Give of your best to the Master.” 
“Let the lower lights be burning.” 
“Tell somebody.” 

“Rescue the perishing.” 

“If Jesus goes with me.” 

“In the service of the King.” 

“T am praying for you.” 


(References in parentheses are to the met- 
trical Psalm Book set to music, including 
also some other parts of Scripture, “Bible 
Songs No. 4,” published by United Presby- 
terian Board of Publication, Pittsburgh, Pa.). 

Psalm 121: 1-8 (255 : 1-3). 
Psalm 126: 1-6 (261 : 1-3). 
Psalm 21: 1-13 (40: 1-4). 

Psalm 65 : 5-13 (137 : 1-3). 
Psalm 18 : 30-50 (33 : 1-3). 


Reading Suggestions on the 
Lesson of Two Weeks Hence 


HE following books and pamphlets on 
the lesson of May 1, “Bible Teachings 
about Education” (Deut. 6:4-9; Prov. 
3: 13-18; Luke 2: 40-52), will be found useful. 


The suggestions are here given in advanee, 
so that there may be time for ordering. Sec- 
tion I mentions works from various pub- 
lishers, 1nd will be found, two weeks later, 























































































192 


in Dr. Griffith Thomas’ lesson article. Sec- 
tion IL describes publications of The Sunday 
School Times Company. 


I. Commentaries on Deuteronomy and Prov- 
erbs, Pulpit Commentary (Funk and Wag- 
nalls, New York, 51 vols., $2.50 a vol.; sold 
only in sets). On Luke, Plummer (Chas. 
Scribner’s Sons, New York, $4). For this 
lesson, “How to Study,” by Amos R. Wells 
(United Society of Christian Endeavor, Bos- 
ton, 75 cts.). Two good books for the en- 
tire Quarter are “Duty-Knowing and Duty- 
Doing,” by H. Clay Trumbull (The Sunday 
School Times Co., 50 cts.), and “Boy-Talks,” 
by Philip E. Howard (The Sunday School 
Times Co., $1.50). 


Il. Especially to be recommended are 
“Teaching and Teachers” ($1.75), a volume 
that is wonderfully comprehensive and clear, 
by H. Clay Trumbull; “Teacher-Training 
with the Master Teacher” (75 cts.), by C. S. 
Beardslee, D.D.; and the series of “Little 
Talks,” including “John Manderson, Super- 
intendent,” ‘“High-Priced Teaching,” “A 
Word at the Start,” “Holding the Boys and 
Girls,” and “Petering” (5 cts. each). All 
the above may be obtained from The Sun- 
day School Times Co., 1031 Walnut Street, 
Philadelphia. 





[ Department Helps 





For the Primary Teaeher 





By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 
ESSON TEACHING,— Everybody | 
should help in some kind of work. | 
Before the Lesson—Question briefly 


about the children’s school work, then | 


their share in the work of the home, 
to make it mcre comfertable and pleas- 
ant. Refer to members of the family 
who leave home daily to work in stores, 
offices, shops, or factories, also to those 
who are busily at work in the home, 
sewing, cooking, and doing all the work 
of the home. Everybody should have 
some work to te make this world 
a brighter, better place to live in. 





In rural districts, mention the spring- 
time, when farmers are busy plowing 
and planting, to help supply food for 
the world. After their winter’s rest, 
bees are flying around, the ants are 
running about to gather and store away 
food for another winter. 

Much of the world’s work is done with 
hands, This reminds us of our mem- 
ory verse a few weeks ago (February 
27). Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, 
do it with thy might. Last Sunday’s les- 
son taught us to care for our bodies, 
that we may do our best work, and we 
learned, Whatsoever ye do, do all to the 
glory of God. 

Do you remember what kind of work 
Jesus learned to do in Joseph’s shop in 
Nazareth? He must have helped to lift 
heavy boards, to sort nails, to choose the 
right tools to hand to Joseph. Jesus 
knew how to work with saw, hammer, 
and plane, and how to use the square 
and rule. Perhaps when work was over, 
he played with blocks of wood and the 
shavings in the carpenter shop. As Jesus 
grew bigger, he said, I must be busy 
in my Fathér’s house. When he grew 
to manhood he said, My Father works, 
and I work. Everybody should work. 

Lesson Story.—It has been a long 
time since we told the Bible story about 
a, child who helped her mother and baby 
btother. 

Miriam was a Jewish girl, ten years 
old, who had a little brother of three, 
when another baby brother was born. 
Because of a cruel, jealous king, Miri- 
am’s mother feared lest he might send 
and take her baby away, or do him 
harm, so she and Miriam kept the baby 
as quiet as possible in their little home. 
He grew stronger, so that when he was 
three months old he made more noise 
when he cried or crowed, and his mother 
and Miriam worked together to take 
care of him in a new and strange way. 

Tell this lovely story (Exod. 2: 1-10), 
emphasizing Miriam’s helpfulness. . She 
and her mother gathered the long, strong 
grasses with which to weave the basket. 
Probably Miriam straightened them out 
and handed them to her mother as she 
wove. When it was done, and daubed 
with pitch, perhaps it was Miriam who 
poured water in it, to see whether it 
would leak. The most exciting part of 
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her work was when she helped her 
mother to carry and hide the basket boat 
among the ‘tall grasses near the river, 
and Miriam was left alone to watch. 
She did not fear; even when the prin- 

cess opened the basket and found the 
baby, Miriam spoke out bravely and 
asked, Shall I go and call a nurse of 
the Hebrew women? How fine it was 
that she brought the baby’s mother! 
Baby Moses was safe from that time, 
because the princess wanted to teach 
and train him in her palace when he grew 
old enough. Miriam must have rejoiced 
that she had helped to save his life. 
Even a child maketh himself known by 
his doings, whether his work be pure 
and whether it be right. 

“Help us to do the things we should, 

To be to others kind and good; 

In all we do, at work or play, 

To grow more loving every day.” 


Remember that in play children imi- 
tate the work of parents, teachers, and 
others who are older, hence, work and 
play are often associated in the songs 
and mottoes which they learn. Many 
such may be found in “Carols” and “Mel- 
odies” (Leyda Publishing Co., Wapello, 
Iowa, each 35 cts., postpaid), as follows: 
“Jesus is the children’s Helper 

In their work and play” (Carols, p. 56). 


“Help me to speak kind words to all 
When at my work and play” 
(Melodies, p. 11). 

“Help us to be good and true, 
Jesus’ work on earth to do” (Carols, p. 46). 
“So wilt thou take our offerings small, 
Of time and work and love” 

(Melodies, p. 23). 


_ (Select to be memor- 
ized.) 


Peoria, Ii. 


one or more 


My Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
1. Some workers of the Bible. 
2. The blessings of work. 
3. Workers or shirkers? 











ET us seek to make this abstract and 
—to most young people — somewhat 
dull subject, “Work,” alive with interest 
by studying just a few among the many 





great workers of our Bible, to see what | 


their work did for them, made of them, 
and how they blessed the world thereby. 
People — real, live, human people like 
ourselves — are far more interesting than 
any subject, however lofty or grand in 
theme, 

With all reverence, then, call attention 
to the fact that the Bible opens with the 
wonderful story of the most wonderful 


} 


| 


work by the most wonderful Worker in | 


all the universe, the story of how God the 
Creator worked to make ready this home 
for man: “for in six days the Lord made 
heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in 
them is, and rested the seventh day,” we 
read of that marvelous time. -But our 
Lord Jesus said of his Father that he 
“worketh even until now,’—still busy, 
forever busy carrying forward his pur- 
poses to completion. Note again that 
beautiful verse, Genesis 2:8; it was our 
Father, God, who “planted a garden,” the 
very first to blossom and fruit for our 


| delight, and then put man to the happy 


work of “dressing” it and “keeping” it. 
Leaving for the moment the change in 
the character of his work, we find that 
Adam’s next task was to “till the ground,” 
that he might eat the fruits of it, and 
soon we find his descendants building a 
city and then becoming workers at the 
arts and crafts — music and blacksmith- 
ing! (Gen. 4:17, 21, 22.) Then we have 
Noah _ with his: ship-building, Abraham 
and his descendants with their shepherd- 
ing, Joseph with his affairs of state,— the 
same diversity of tastes and talents that 
we find to-day. No man was ever so 
gifted in so many lines of work as Moses, 
— statesman, shepherd, soldier, leader, 
law-giver, oratcr, poet, historign,—per- 
haps the greatest worker in all our long 
Bible list, except the man Christ Jesus. 
By this time the girls will be ready to 
make more suggestions for such a cata- 
logue of Bible workers than your time 
will permit you to follow up; but try to 





diversify the list as much as possible, and 
let it include some women-workers, like 
Ruth the industrious gleaner in the har- 
vest fields, and Hannah the mother, busy 
with her needle for her little boy. Even 
the beautiful Sarah, the “princess” whose 
husband was so rich in flocks and herds, 
was busy about their tent, evidently a 
most excellent cook! (Gen, 18:6.)  - 

Bring the list on down to New Testa- 
ment times, noting John the Baptist’s 
tireless energy about his mission, Jesus’ 
call to the fishermen to make them yet 
busier as “fishers of men,” his commis- 
sion to them (both the twelve and the 
seventy) to go through all the villages, 
preaching and teaching, and his final 
commission to them to go unto the utter- 
most parts of the earth, teaching all men 
to do whatsoever he had commanded 
them. Who can read the book of their 
Acts without a sense of constant activ- 
ity?—a busy lot of people those first 
Christians were, from Paul, whose life- 
work is past our comprehension almost in 
its grand total, to the humbly useful 
Dorcas, with her needle of loving-kind- 
ness, ; 

2. God’s creation work was so “good” 


it must have been all joy, and so 
he made his first man, like himself, 
loving work for its own sake, so 


that he was happier in keeping that 
perfect garden than he could have 
been in idleness. It was only after sin 
had entered in that this happy work be- 
came hard labor, associated with diffi- 
culties and disappointments and death 
(Gen, 3: 16-19), and finally with actual 
evil, plotting against God himself, as in 
the tower of Babel (Gen. 11: 4). 

It is when we accept God’s place for 
us in the work of the world that we 
find the richness to ourselves, physically, 
mentally, and spiritually, of hard work. 
And then the world finds the blessing in 
our life-work, and by and by we shall 
find his reward (1 Cor. 3: 10-55). 


3. Is there a girl anywhere who would 

rather be a shirker than a worker? 
Home Study 

These subjects are so big they can only 
be begun in class. Plan at least one class 
to follow this introduction to this most 
worth-while study, and there consider 
Jesus Christ the Master Worker, read- 
ing with the girls Campbell Morgan’s 
little book “The Hidden Years at. Naza- 
eth” (Fleming H. Revell Co., New York, 
35 cents) as an introduction to that ‘sub- 
ject. Follow up! Follow up, dear 
teachers, such opportunities as these les- 
sons offer for real Bible study. 


Decatur, Ga. 
ug 


Say, Fellows — 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Beginning:. Shake hands with Mr. 


Work. 

Discussion: How shall a fellow wisely 
adjust his work schedule? How will he 
know his life work? 

Objective: Finding and working God’s 
plan for one’s life. 











AY, fellows, we have a Big One with 

us to-day. Shake hands with Mr. 
Work. Humanly speaking, the way in 
which you meet and hook up with this 
gentleman will have more to do with 
determining your success in life than 
any other one thing. Mr. Work is a 
member of the most amazingly success- 
ful concern in the community. His sen- 
ior partner is Mr. Faith. “Faith and 
Work, Unlimited”— that’s the style of 
the firm, and they certainly have put 
across the biggest contracts ever known 
to the world. (1) 

Some time I hope we may have 
the senior partner with us, but Mr. 
Work is here to-day, and we shall get 
a plenty from him. In fact, “Plenty” 
is his middle name. Let’s look him 
over. He is full of life and vigor. See 
his muscles, firm and hard. Watch the 
flash of his eye. Something there that 
inspires a fellow. Notice how he is in 
demand. Everywhere, people want him. 


Get that cheery smile; it grew on a 
well done job, and stays there by repe- 
tition of well done jobs. 


Observe his 
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steadiness, his confidence, and, withal, 
his acceptable humility. Why, he looks 
good either in Scotch cheviot or in 
overalls. 

I want to tell you a secret about this 
fellow. He is often mistaken for an- 
other celebrated and much honored One 
— Mr. Genius. Thomas Edison says 
that genius is just another name for 
conscientious hard work. That bein 
so, any fellow can make a success an 
an honored name who is willing to dig 
—and dig intelligently. 

But the best thing that can be said 
about work is to repeat what our Lord 
said: “My Father worketh hitherto, and 
I work.” ._ Work is a divine character- 
istic, a divine institution. Our great 
God works. Jesus Christ his royal Son 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author ef “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 
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Suggestions for Using Little Jetts in Class 


God’s Word lays special emphasis on the 
value and dignity of work. The teacher will 
find it helpful to run through a concordance 
in company with key-words, — work, labor, 
sweat, faithful, hand,—and make note of 
certain references bearing on the following 
themes: God has so constituted man that 
he cannot be happy without working. Life’s 
zest and sweetness without the developing 
processes of regular work become stale and 
unsatisfactory. Work is a divine institution. 
God works. A man will be contented and 
happy in that degree with which he is regu- 
larly employed in the ‘service of God and 
man. Work faithfully done brings a peculiar 
joy. 

Greenssoro, N. C. 



































April 17 
John 5:17; 2 Thessalonians 3 


Lesson for 
* Mark 6: 1-3; 


worked incessantly when upon earth, and 
works now continually. God the Father, 
God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit 
are the most tireless workers in the uni- 
verse. Now what do you think of any- 
body who could despise work? What 
would you think of one who refused 
the work at hand and sat idly by, or 
went off on some useless excursion to 
escape it, while God, unwilling to lose 
a minute, ceaselessly works? (2) : 

Of course, fellows, I’m not saying 
we should never go a-fishing or play a 
game of ball. Recreation is in the di- 
vine program. Every proper recreation 
is a help to good work. e owe it to 
our job and to ourselves to keep fit, 
and recreation is a part of the keep fit 
schedule. We only need to be careful 
and keep work and recreation in their 
right proportions, (3) 

The bitterest pills a fellow has to take 
are those produced by idleness. Idle- 
ness usually lets down the portcullis and 
the devil comes across and takes charge. 
Not that work alone is sufficient to keep 
us clean and out of trouble; oh, no, 
that would be a fatal error, and many 
have fallen by it. The firm, you re- 
member, is “Faith and Work, Unlimited.” 
Mr. Christian Faith is the senior part- 
ner of this firm, and is absolutely nec- 
essary to the truly successful career in 
the great business of life. We are sim- 
ply looking over Mr. Work egy hop- 
ing to have the senior partner later. 
"tas other wonderiul thought, to me, 
about this matter of. work, fellows, is 
that when a boy is born into the world, 
his work is born with him—his own 
particular task, his life work. 
self arranges it. Isn’t that fine? Who 
could do it so wisely? So you may de- 
pend your job somewhere awaits you, 
if you have not already discovered it, 
and it is a perfect fit. 

How to know your task? First, ask 
God. Pray over this thing. Then do 
the thing next at hand, the duty calling 
now. Do it the best way you know and 
put your level best into it. It is the 
surest way I know for a fellow to find 
his best level; and usually you work up- 
ward to it when you seek it in that way. 

Listen, fellows, this is Gospel — “Well 
done, good and faithful servant: thou 
hast been faithful over a few things, I 
will set thee over many things; enter 
thou into the joy of thy Lord.” 


Greenssoro, N. C. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 





April 24. A Good Name and How to Obtain 


It. Prov. 22:1; Job 29 : s-2s. 

May 1. Thy Kingdom Come. V. In My 
Country. Matt. 6:7-15. (Consecration 
meeting.) 

May 8. Living Close to Christ. 1 John 3: 


18-24; John 15 : 7-10. 
May 15. How to Enjoy One’s Work. 
3 2 1-133 5 : 18-20. 


Eccl. 


——= 


Sunday, April 17 


How Can We Improve Our Recreations? 
(1 Cor. 10: 23, 24, 31-33; 11:1) 


@on.—Unsanctified Play (1: Cor. 10: 1-7). 
“Love not the world, neither the things 
that are in the world. If any man love 
the world the love of the Father is not 
in him.” God is a jealous God;and wants 
us to be willing, because of our love for 
him, to give up world-defiled pleasures, 
that he may give us holy and eternal 
joys. 

ues.—Christ in Our Pleasures (John 2: 1-11). 
A true wedding is a time of happiness. 
It means that two people care so much 
for each other that they want the joy of 
spending their lives together. If we 
become united to the Lord Jesus Christ, 
he will become the joy of our lives and 
all our pleasures will revolve about him. 


Wed.—Unimproved Play (Luke 7:31, 32). 
Froebel and other great students of the 
shild mind found that play could really 
be made educational, and the result is 
the wonderful kindergartens which chil- 
dren of the younger generation now en- 
joy. Men who would reach boys and 


wamen who would reach girls for Christ ! 


fave found it useful to become interested 
mm the young folks’ pleasures and recrea- 
fion. A teacher who can play baseball 
with or on¢ who can teach a 


the boys, 


God him- | th 


1 &13- 


girl how to dress a doll, is sure to find 
the way to the recesses of the pupils’ 
hearts. 

Thurs.—Dangers' of Pleasure (Amos 6: 1-6). 
This is a picture of selfish indulgence 
on the part of a certain class of Jews, who 

~ cared not for the dangerous spiritual con- 
dition of their people. That passage may not 
be particularly applicable to young people 
to-day, but it contains a germ principle of 
warning. There is danger of spending too 
much time in. pleasure, so that instead of 
becoming a means. to an end, pleasures 
become the end in themselves. 

Fri.—Useful Recreation (Acts 9 : 36). Dorcas’ 
recreation was found in good works and 
almsdeeds. Recreation is defined as “Re- 
freshment of strength and spirits after 
toil.” What is more refreshing than the 
privilege of lifting another’s load and bring- 
ing cheer into some one’s darkness? This 
kind of recreation leaves no aftermath of 
regret, but makes possible for us a bigger, 
better, truer life. 

Sat.—Music as Recreation (: Sam. 16 : 19-23). 
Music from the souls of those who love 


and heart and turn them toward the author 
of all harmony. Satan, however, is a 
magnificent musician, with his tabrets and 
pipes (Ezek. 28:13). Oh, how careful we 
need to be to let the Lord Jesus Christ 
so fill the ears of our souls with the 
oratorios of God as to deafen them to the 
wild melodies of Satan, and thus prepare 
us for a part in that heavenly Hallelujah 
Chorus! 


6¢ A LL play and no work makes Jack 

a dull boy” is equally as true as 
*All work and no play.” It would be 
a wise plan for every one occasionally 
to sit down, lay out his recreations be- 
fore his mind’s eye, and decide whether 
ey are too many or too few, harmful 
or helpful. 

Israel was commanded to work six 
days before she rested the seventh, and 
all worth-while folks give good six-day 
measure of the work God has commit- 
ted unto them, remembering the ex- 
hortation, “Whatsoever ye do, do it 
heartily, as to the Lord, and not unto 
men, knowing that of-the Lord ye 
shall receive the reward of the inheri- 
tance; for ye serve the Lord Christ.” 
These do-it-heartily folks are the ones 
who have the greatest capacity for real 
recreation, that which really re-creates 
and revives the strength and spirits, 

Recreation should build up and renew 
the physical, mental, and moral life. The 
body needs the air, the sunshine, and 
the exercise of outdoor life and its 
sports, such as tennis, boating, hikes, 
ball games of various kinds, picnics, and 
trolley or automobile rides for those un- 
equal to more strenuous activity. All 
these recreations a. - restful to the tired 
brain, and to them we may add the help- 
fulness of musical and educational af- 
fairs. How many enjoyable hours a so- 
ciety may have in musicales or “sings,” 
debates, literary evenings of various 
kinds (assisted, perhaps, by friendly 
teachers or women’s or men’s club mem- 
bers), including programs by mission 
study or civic classes. Can one have a 
better time than in a well-planned church 
sociable, poverty party, old-fashioned 
school, mock political meeting, old folks 
at home, railroad or steamship party, 
character party, or in games that com- 
bine physical and mental skill? 

The moral life is largely molded in 
play time, for it is then the individual 
really expresses himself. As he sees the 
real character of others expressed in 
| their pleasures, it should lead him to 
desire to find in himself the qualities of 
fair play, unselfishness, resourcefulness, 
ingenuity, and manliness or womanli- 
ness. Mothers and teachers have a great 
responsibility in directing the play of 
eer under their care into right chan- 
i nels, 
| Many a Christian Endeavor-acquain- 
tance has exclaimed to me, “Did young 
people ever have a better time than we 
had back in the old church in those so- 
cial evenings that always ended in a little 
| ‘sing’ around the piano and a word of 
prayer with Him who had been the head 
of the house during the evening? We 
| were so busy in our splendid activities 
| that we had no time for the question- 
able things.” 

Is not the conclusion of the whole 
matter that in living for and loving the 
glory of our God and making him pre- 
eminent in our lives, we shall eliminate 
from our list of pleasures those which 
have filled many homes and institutions 

















God has power to soothe the weary mind 
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with the wrecks of our “weaker breth- 
ren,” and dedicate some of our ingen- 
uity and time to providing recreation 
that will upbuild and turn the thoughts 
of our companions to our Lord? 
Wherein do our recreations fail? — 
Our recreations fail when they make 
us weaker rather than stronger. 
What recreations should we cultivate? 
—Our bodies are intended to be tem- 
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ples for God’s indwelling. What a priv- 
ilege it is to shun companionships or 
amusements which tend to mar their 
sacredness, and to make light of the God- 
given joys of love, marriage, home, and 
purity. 


How can we improve the spirit of our 
et striving to do what He would 

ave us do in all things, and letting him 
become the all in all of our lives. 








A Surprise 


awaits you in this ten-day test 


This is to urge that you brush 
teeth for ten days in a new way. 
Combat the film. Bring other good 
effects. The whiter, cleaner, safer 
teeth will be a delightful surprise. 


To millions of people this method 
is bringing a new era in teeth clean- 


ing. 
It combats film 


One object is to fight the film — 
that viscous film you feel. This is 
the teeth’s great enemy. It dims 
the teeth and causes most tooth 
troubles. 

Film clings to teeth, gets between 
the teeth and stays. The ordinary 
tooth paste does not effectively com- 
bat it. So night and day it may do 
a damage which few people have 
escaped. 


It is the film-coat that discolors, 
not the teeth. Film is the basis of 
tartar. It holds food substance 
which ferments and forms acid. It 
holds the acid in contact with the 
teeth to cause decay. 

Millions of germs breed in it. 
They, with tartar, are the chief 
cause of pyorrhea. Despite the tooth 
brush, all these troubles have been 
constantly increasing. 


New methods now 


Dental science, after diligent re- 
search, has found effective com- 
batants. Able authorities have am- 
ply proved them. Now leading den- 





tists, in Europe and America, advise 
their daily use. 

The methods are embodied in a 
dentifrice called Pepsodent. And 
millions of people have already 
adopted it. 


Watch these desired 
effects 


Pepsodent combats the film in 
two effective ways. Then it leaves 
the teeth so highly lished that 
film-coats cannot easily adhere. 

It also brings other effects which 
modern authorities desire. It multi- 

lies the salivary flow, as certain 
oods would do. That is Nature’s 
great tooth-protecting agent. 


It multiplies the starch digestant 
in the-saliva, to digest starch de- 
posits which otherwise cling and 
may form acid. It multiplies the 
alkalinity of the saliva, to neutralize 
the acids which cause tooth decay. 

Thus twice a day it brings to users 
unique tooth protection. 

Send the coupon for a 10-Day 
Tube. Note how clean the teeth feel 
after using. Mark the absence of 
the viscous film. See how teeth 
whiten as the film-coat disappears. 
Read in our book the scientific rea- 
son for each new effect. 

Do this now. It is most impor- 
tant, both to you and yours. It may 
lead to life-long benefits which you 
cannot afford to miss. 





PAT. OFF. 


Pepsadent 


The New-Day Dentifrice 


A scientific film combatant, whose 
every application brings five desired 
effects. Approved by highest au- 
thorities, and now advised by lead- 
ing dentists everywhere. All drug- 
gists supply the large tubes. 

—s 








Ten-Day Tube Free™ 


THE PEPSODENT COMPANY, 
Dept. 614, 1104 S. Wabash Ave., 
Chicago, IIL 
Mail 10-Day Tube of Pepsodent to 











Only one tube to a family. 
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DEAF? 


Send a post card for a new pamphlet filled with valu- 
able facts that every deaf person should know. If 
you are only apes deaf, don’t let it go until it is 
too late! Or, if you are almost totally deaf, there 
may be a chance of restoring your hearing com- 
pletely. This pamphlet will tell you. It also ex- 
plains about a 


NEW INVENTION 


—The Mears De Luxe Ear Phone, and tells about 











our great 10-Day Free Trial Offer. Not a penny 
unless your hearing is improved. 
the free literature, NOW, before our supply is ex- 
hausted. Remember, there is no cost or Shhention 
of any kind. Mail card or letter TODAY for this 
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MEARS EAR PHONE CO. 

Dept. 364, 45 W. 34th St., New York, N. Y. 


No Soap Better 
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Than Cuticura 
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Longevity, a Matter of the Heart. J 
Modern roblems in Science and Religion. 
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Origin of Pentecostal Movement. 
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What did Dr. Griffith Thomas really say about 
missionary conditions in China ? 
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Gospel meetings and Bible study. Illustrated booklet 
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Waking Up the Young People 


Franklin Grant gets a lesson from an old hand 





“VW ELL, my boy, is the Christian 
ministry proving to be all you 
have hoped and expected it to be?” 

It was Dr, Thomas, of New_York, 
speaking to his young friend, Frank- 
lin Grant, who had taken up his first 
charge in a near-by town some months 
before. The busy months of a first pas- 
torate had kept Grant so occupied that 
there had been little time to see his 
friend, but now a convention in the big 
city brought him in and gave them both 
a welcome pportunity to compare notes. 

“T certainly do enjoy it, Dr, Thomas. 
Isn’t it wonderful — to be passing on the 

ood news all the time —to spend one’s 
Ife ministering to a part of Christ’s 
flock! 

“Do you know, though, one thing per- 
plexes me. have a ‘full house’ all 
right on Sunday mornings, and in the 
evenings the attendance is fair. The peo- 
ple are cordial and seem to enjoy the 
preaching. But the young people — 
there’s the rub! There’s my biggest 
working ground, and it isn’t readily an- 
swering to my cultivation. In a word, 
the young people are not much inter- 
ested in the church. I don’t see many 
of them Sunday mornings and in the eve- 
nings still fewer. They come to Chris- 
tian Endeavor and then leave.” 

“Don’t be discouragéd too quickly. on 
the score of the young people,” said 
the more experienced Dr. Thomas, “I 
have found similar conditions in many 
places; but a prayerful, sympathetic, ac- 
tive interest in them and an approach 
from a decidedly young people’s angle 
will do wonders. I’m glad to hear that 
they at least come to the Christian En- 
deavor Society ; that’s a good sign. How 
are their meetings ?” 

“Oh, they’re not much either. Who- 
ever is leader usually hunts up some- 
thing from a book and reads it. He also 
passes short clippings on the subject to 
various members, which they in_ their 
turn read. But there is no real life or 
activity.” 

“Come, come now; don’t get the blues,” 
laughed the doctor. 

“I suppose I haven’t sufficiently caught 
the sympathetic attitude you speak of. 
But really I beg your pardon, I meant 
to tell you all the happy things to-night, 
and here I go off on this ‘blue streak.’ ” 

“No, no,” said the older man, “discus- 
sion of such points is a most useful thing. 
Let me see, Our meeting is at three 
o’clock? Yes, I have just a half hour 
to tell you of some of my own young 
folks, and how they and I planned some 
years ago to liven things up. For, you 
know, they are as anxious for wide- 
awake meetings as you are —if they only 
knew how to go about it. Would you 
like to hear the story?” 4 

“Would I?” said Grant. “Please!” 

“Of course,” began Dr. Thomas, “we 
have had our red and blue contests for 
new members, and social evenings, and 
so on, but I'll talk just about their reg- 
ular meetings. The careful selection of 
readings is basically a good idea. Young 
people’s own ideas are sometimes rather 
barren and from books the wonderful 
thoughts of great men may be gleaned.” 

“Oh, yes, but what I object to is that 
the*leader does all the work. The others 
simply read the notes given them. I 
would like to see them do a little looking 
on their own account. Hardly any seem 
to be able to find anything.” 

“T had the same experience. 
to them about it one da 
them said they had no 
to refer to. Then a novel scheme came 
to me. I had them all promise to ran- 
sack their family libraries during the 
next week. Each was to submit a list 
of al) religious books in the house, 
whether they scemed.applicable or not. 
The lists came—a motley assortment! 
But almost all had one or two books 
which might be used. A few of them 
had really fine books for Christian En- 
deavor use and never dreamed it! It 
gave me a chance for a talk on books, 
how to use them, and where to get others. 
I showed them the value of* tables “of 


I spoke 
, and most of 
ooks at home 





contents and indexes. They easily double 
the reference value of any k. 

“We studied the marginal references 
in their Bibles and found’ how to use the 
short concordances in the back, if there 
were any. ._We also studied the Chris- 
tian Endeavor topics critically. The 
young people learned to look for topics 
under more than one heading. For in- 
stance, on the coming lesson, of April 
10, ‘How Dees Christ Wish His Day to 
be Spent?’ se know now to consult 
not only Sabbath, but also Rest, Worship, 
Reverence, and the like. The Scripture 
passage is from Matthew 12, so they will 
look up Service and Mercy, too.” 

“That’s great! You surely have studied 

your problem. But with all this, didn’t 
you find many who had no suitable books. 
whatever at home?” 
_ “Yes, but that gave further opportun- 
ity for advance. We scanned the Sun- 
day-school library for suitable books. I 
sent them to the public library to take 
notes from the religious periodicals 
there. And then I talked catalogues to 
them. They had simply no idea what 
a useful thing the modern descriptive 
catalogue is, and how easily one may 
secure a copy by writing in a request on 
a one-cent postcard. They wrote to their 
denominational bookstores and to vari- 
ous evangelical publishers, 

“The catalogues did wonders. They 
opened their eyes. Religious books are 
cheap compared with secular books, when 
their continued use is considered. The 
descriptions in the catalogues explained 
things so well that several of my young 
people started their religious libraries 
then and there. Some books were too 
costly for individual purchase, but very 
valuable, so they bought them for the 
society library.” 

_ “Were they able to discover good read- 
ing material on every topic? Some of 
those topics are hard to fit.” . 

“No, they had little trouble. It is 
marvelous what an intelligent search of 
the catalogues can unearth. Take just 
this one little catalogue.” The doctor 
took from his pocket a small booklet. 
“On the lesson of March 13, “What is 
Real Religion?’ they used a book de- 
scribed here, a book, by the way, that 
they use very often, ‘Your Study Bible,’ 
by Dr. John Weaver Weddell. They 
found the sections on James and John 
so helpful. (James for the hand, and 
John for the heart—a good team for 
real religion!) And for a previous topic, 
‘How Can we Make our Lives Useful?’ 
some became simply enthusiastic from 
reading ‘The Life Story of Henry Clay 
Trumbull,’ a man whose life was a 
blessing to so many. 

“One of the boys is especially inter- 
ested in geography. He has bought this 
illustrated historical geography of the 
Holy Land, by W. Smith, and 
we hear from that every time the 
topic allows. And here are ‘Analytical 
Outlines of the Old Testament,’ ‘Our 
Misunderstood Bible,’ and ‘What Is the 
Gospel?’ All useful on occasion. And 
do you know this little book on tempta- 
tion?” 

“What has that catalogue on mis- 
sions?” asked Grant. 

“Here is ‘Men and Missions,’ by Wil- 
liam T. Ellis, the world-traveler. That’s 
packed with missionary data, And this 
‘Winning Men One by One’ we have se- 
cured in order to urge those that are 
Christians to do personal work. It is 
full of illustrative material.” 

“Dr. Thomas,” said Grant, “I can’t 
tell you how grateful I am; I knew all 
this, but it didn’t occur to me to use 
what was at hand. But don’t you en- 
courage speaking by the young people?” 

“Surely, but many are so backward 
they must start with reading. Rob- 
ert E. Speer has written a fine little 
book to develop speakers. It is so small 
you can conveniently carry it around in 
your pocket; several of my young men 
are thankful for it. I could tell you 
of our other work—the little bulletin 
they get ready on the typewriter and the 
mimeographed* copies the members are 
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so glad to receive each week, our black- 


board diagrams, the radiopticon they use _ 


for home entertainments, and the spe- 
cial speakers we get. But come on or 
we shail be late.” 

On the way to the convention hall, 
however, the good doctor had to men- 
tion one thing more. “Here is a way 
to encourage church attendance. My 
folks are in the habit of consulting the 
church bulletin board and checking up 
my sermon topics with the topics on 
their card. I encourage them to take 
notes, and often I hear some good point 
repeated in the society with the news 
that they got it from sermon. That 
stimulates others, and has an altogether 
wholesome effect.” : 

The convention speeches were inspir- 
ing. Grant ore 4 them all. But for 
practical encouragement he valued his 
half-hour talk with Dr. Thomas more 
than any of the addresses he heard. 


Note—The books Dr. Thomas men- 
tioned may be secured from The Sun- 
day School Times Company, postpaid, 
at the prices mentioned below: 


“Your Study Bible,” $1. 
“The Life Story of Henry Clay Trumbull,” 


.50. 

“The Students’ Illustrated Historical Geog- 
raphy of the Holy Land,” $1.50. 

“Analytical Outlines of the Old Testament,” 

75 cts. 

“Our Misunderstood Bible,” $1.25. 

“What Is the Gospel?” cloth, 75 cts.; paper, 
50 cts. 

“Temptation,” 75 cts. 

“Men and Missions,” $1.50. 

“Winning Men One dy One,” 75 cts. 

“How to Speak Without Notes,” 25 cts. 
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Tsing Low’s Trust and 
the Famine 


By Margaret E. Sangster 


Yes, this is a fiction story, but it is one which 
might easily be true. It is one which God’s 
stewards in favored lands like ours want to 
keep from becoming true by their liberal giv- 
ing. Gifts by draft and registered letter, en- 
closing bills or currency, may be sent to Mrs. 
Rosaind Goforth, Kikungshan, Honan, China, 
or to The Sunday School Times Company, 1031 
Walnut Street, Philadeiphia. 


SING LOW was the only one of her 

large and skeptical family who did 
not distrust the Mission Lady. She was 
the only one who crept away from her 
squalid home to attend services in the 
little mission church. And she was the 
only one who believed in the Jesus doc- 
trines and who prayed the Christian 
prayers, 

sing Low was not very old or very 
wise. But her flat little face had a way 
of lighting up when she met the Mis- 
sion Lady, quite by chance, upon the 
street. It was as if a candle had flick- 
ered into being behind the dark wall of 
her eyes—as if her very soul were 
aflame, 

“Tf only,” the Mission Lady was wont 
to sigh, “if only the rest of her fam- 
ily would find her way of believing! If 
only the others. would trust me, as she 
trusts me, I could lead them all to the 
true God! If only the others—”’ And 
the Mission Lady would sigh. 

Tsing Low could not have explained 
why she wanted to follow the Mission 
Lady’s teachings. Even to her family 
she could not have explained it. Neither 
could she explain the feelings that took 
possession of her when she saw her 
mother and her father bowing before the 
graven images of the god that they wor- 
shipped — when she saw her brothers 
and her sisters kneeling in front of the 
figures of wood and stone that were 
sacred to them. She could not have ex- 
plained to any one that she hoped some 
day to make them understand. But her 
own wee, almost inarticulate petitions 
were wafted daily to the God of gods. 
For in her own heart she was sure. 

And then the famine came. Not sud- 
denly, as the realization of it has come 
to us, but with slow steps. Three years 
of failing crops, a year of drought, and 
then — 

Tsing Low noticed, first, that the plen- 
tiful though coarse food of her family 
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was no longer plentiful. She noticed 
that her father’s eyes were worried; that 
her mother’s plump face was taking on 
a longer outline. And she noticed that 
the prayers in front of the family altars 
were more definite, more insistent, than 
they had ever been! She wondered, 
vaguely, the why of itall. — 

he food grew coarser and more scant. 
When one walked abroad one heard cries 
and moans. There were others with even 
less to eat than the family of Tsing 
Low — others who wore ragged clothes 
that flapped in the chill wind. There 
were people — neighbors to her family — 
who were dying. As she saw the misery 
all about, Tsing Low felt a question 
growing in her heart. It was to the 
Mission Lady that she went for an an- 


swer. 

“If,” she said, haltingly, “if the Chris- 
tian’s God is the God of mercy—of ten- 
derness — why does he not give help to 
us?” 

The Mission Lady’s face wore a har- 
assed look. ; 

“Little girl,” said the Mission Lady, 
“God loves his children. He,” her voice 
broke, “he will not forget them!” 

Tsing Low sighed._ : 

“My mother and my father,” she said, 
“worship idols. So do my brothers and 
sisters. But their idols do not stay the 
hand of the famine. I have given my 
heart to the Lord Jesus. But he does 
not help, either —” 

_ All at once the Mission Lady was cry- 


ing. 

“Oh, child,” she sobbed, “oh, little 
Tsing Low! You must not lose the 
faith now. No matter what happens — 
you must not lose the faith!” 

Tsing Low’s tragic eyes were on the 
Mission Lady’s face. She had never 
seen a grown person cry before. Men 
and women in China take their sorrows 
sténily; wear their grief like a mask. 


Tsing Low loved the Mission Lady —| 


she could not bear to see her cry. 

“I will remember,” she said stoically— 
trying to forget the gnawing feeling in 
the pit of her stomach, “I will remem- 
ber.” 


So she went back to her squalid home, 
where famine was the guest. And when 
her family prayed to their idols, she 


prayed to the Christian’s God and to} 


the Lord Jesus. And when her family 
mocked at her she did not answer them. 
But to herself she said: 

“I will remember.” 

The famine grew more insistent — the 
cold more bitter. Many were dying, now, 
where few had died before. 
babies were left in the snow to perish; 
grown people fell fainting at their work. 
Tsing Low’s small flat face grew very 
thin indeed, her eyes became hollow wells 
of despair. She saw her sister carried 
away, at one bleak dawn time, to be 
buried; she saw her mother failing, day 
by day. And she saw the family altars 
neglected — at last. 

Even the Mission Lady could not help. 
For she had been stricken down with 
the fever that follows in the footsteps 
of famine. So Tsing Low felt strangely 
alone except when she was praying to 
the Lord Jesus and to the Christian’s 
God. 

Even then she felt alone sometimes. 
For her hunger was very great. But 
when her prayers faltered she tried to re- 
— what the Mission Lady had told 
er. 

“You must not lose the faith,” the 
Mission Lady had told her, “you must 
not lose the faith!” 

One -wonders- how long Tsing Low 


Little | 


| 





will be able to remember, One wonders 
if the brothers and sisters of the Mis- 
sion Lady in faraway America will help 
little Tsing Low to remember. 

New York Cry. 








The Victorious Life | 




















Under this heading in frequent issues of The 

Sunday ool Times will be found announce- 

ments of forthcoming Victorious Life Con- 

ferences, news of Conferences already held, 

teaching and incidents about, and testimonies 

from, those who have accepted the free gift of 
Victory in Christ. 


Calendar of Conferences 


The Victorious Life Conferences are all in- 
terdenominational. Programs are soon to be 
issued for the Stony Brook Conference, an- 
nounced below, and may be had from the 
Victorious Life Testimony, 600 Perry Build- 
ing, Philadelphia. There will be an enrol- 
ment fee for this conference of $3, which 
should be sent to B. F. Culp, Treasurer, at 
the same address. 
Benton Street Baptist Church, 
Kitchener, Ontario, Can. 

March 27 to April 3 


Louisville, Kentucky ..... March 31 to April 3 
Penns. Grove, NM. J: csccoccveses June 5 to 12 
(Names of the speakers to be announced 


later.) 
Annual Summer Conference, Stony 

Brook, Long Island, N. Y..... July 16 to 24 
The Rev. W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D., 
Charles G. Trumbull, R. C. McQuilkin, the 
Rev. H. B. Dinwiddie, the Rev. Duncan 
Thomas, Mr. and Mrs. J. Harvey Borton, 
and missionary speakers. 


Kanamori, Modern Macedonian 
( Continued from page 188) 


know the American people, and I love 
them, because I was converted by the 
ministry of an American teacher, and 
was brought up by the American mis- 
sionaries. I regard America as my spir- 
itual fatherland. I feel perfectly at home 
in this country. Moreover, I admire the 
true American spirit. When once that 
spirit is roused and you are determined 
to gain any object you always get it. 

hy, then, will you not send out not 
only a few thousand, but a few hun- 
dred thousand Christian soldiers through- 
out the length and breadth of the whole 
earth to fight with the Devil? Why not 
give once more your boys and girls, for 
this great conflict of Christ and his ene- 
mies? In this comflict girls are just as 
good a fighting force as boys, if not 
better. Why won’t you once more give 
up your white bread and butter, your 
meat and sugar, and deprive yourself of 
your comfort and luxury for the cause 
of Christ? Why won’t you spend not 
only a few millions, but billions, or tens 
of billions, of dollars for this great work 
of world evangelization? In a word, 
why won’t you make®this foreign mis- 
sion work, which is the fulfilment of the 
last command of Jesus Christ, the su- 
preme effort of the Christian churches 
in America, instead of treating it as a 
mere appendix to your Christian work 
at home? 

America is blessed in every way. Amer- 
ica is the strongest and wealthiest, most 
intelligent and most enterprising coun- 
try in the world. No country on earth 
can compete with her. But do you think, 
my American friends, that God has 
blessed you so abundantly for your own 
sake, for your own comfort and luxury, 
for your own enjoyment and satisfac- 
tion alone? Do you think that God has 
so wonderfully blessed you because you 
are his only favorite among all the na-* 
tions of the world? No; no, God has 
blessed America wonderfully, not for 
America’s sake alone, but for the sake 
of the whole world. He has blessed 
America in order to make her a blessing 
to the world through the power of 
Christ. : 

Since I came to this country I have 
been called by various names, such as 
the Moody of Japan, or the Billy Sun- 
day of Japan, and so oni, but I don’t like 
to be called by such big names. I am 
not such a big man. I know I ama 
small man, not even worthy of bein 





called a minister of Christ, because 
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was backslidden, and forsook my Lord 
for many years. Not only for such rea- 
sons, but also because I have my own 
name, I prefer to be called always by that 
name, even though it be an unknown 
one, But if you insist on calling me 
by any other than my own, I have one 
name by which I should like to be called. 
That is a Macedonian. I am like the 
Macedonian in Paul’s vision. He came 
from heathen Europe to Asia, and I came 
from heathen Asia to America, but the 
object of the coming of these two Mace- 
donians is the same,—to implore the 
help of the Christians for the heathen 
lands. 

Will you not come and help us? Will 
you, my young American friends, take 
up the sword of the Spirit and march 
out from your own beloved land into 
the sin-stricken, desolate heathen lands, 
and lay down your lives for the salva- 
tion of the billion heathen-souls? Do 
you realize that these billion heathen 
are all in need of salvation, just as much 
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as you were? Do you not know that 
the least of these is, in the sight of God, 
just as precious as the soul of your own 
mother or father, brother or, sister? Do 
you think that God wants the salvation 
of your kinsmen only, 4nd not the sal- 
vation of these heathen? Oh, I beg and 
entreat you, my dear American friends, 
to look upon this billion of heathen souls 
with the eye of your Heavenly Father 
and the heart of your Lord Jesus Christ, 
who loved them and died for them, Then 
you cannot help making a desperate ef- 
fort for their salvation. 

And I believe that if American Chris- 
tians will seriously and earnestly take 
up the great work of evangelizing the 
world in this generation, and will do the 
work according to its magnitude, God 
on his part will surely bless you and 
your work, and the day of great victory 
will be at hand. 

“Not by might, nor by power, but by 
my Spirit, saith the Lord of hosts.” 

New Yorx Ciry. 








New Students 





effect. 
courses, made 


Rev. J. H. Ralston, D.D. 
Secretary of the Correspond- 
ence Department 


increase in 





” BIBLE STUDY 
COURSES 
Synthetic Bible Study 
y of 


—a fascinating stu 

the contents of the whole 
Bible, “‘ really in a class by 
itself.”” 

Practical Christian Work 
—for soul winners and work- 
ers in exceptional forms of 
Christian service. 

Bible Doctrine 
—a biblical course in the 
great doctrines of the Chris- 
tian faith. 


Bible Chapter Summ 
—a unique method of be- 
coming acquainted with 
every chapter in the Bible. 
Introductory Bible Course 
— true to its name 
Evangelism. 
— nothing in modern evan- 
gelism overlooked. 
istian Evidences 
—an old subject brought 
up to date. 
The Scofield Bible 
Correspondence Course 
—scholarly,comprehensive, 
tested for a quarter ofa cen- 
tury, and aken aiready by 
ten thousand students. 


No loss 


nent Bible 


Bible. 


up” on the 











sense of partnership with the Lord Jehovah a 


No matter what your occupation,you 
can study the Bible by corresvondefice. 
One student who has taken several 
courses is doing all his studying on 
the street car going back and forth 
from his place of employment. 


Another student says: ‘‘ 1 am suré 
money can never buy the blessings 
which I have receivedifrom taking that 
Scofield). It is 
ul course. 
shall enro'l in another course. I would 1 


certainly a 











Business in the Correspondence Department of The 

N Moody Bible Institute is far from dull in this time of 
: business depression. ‘The general falling off in buying 
and other adverse conditions have, of course, had some 
The long delayed advance in the prices of our 


cost basis, went into effect September 1, 1920. 
heavy advances in the advertising rates of some publi- 
cations of large circulation made it necessary to discon- 
tinue using them, and others also had to be drepped at 
least temporarily because of failure to produce results. 

Nevertheless, new enrollments for the months of 
October, November, 
1921, numbered 1,164,—384, or 24.8 per cent less than 
for the corresponding months a year ago, and 171 less 
than for the four immediately preceding months, June, 
July, August and September, 1920. 

Due to the large volume of new enrollments in the past year, the figures 
for the number of students now under instruction show a gratifying increase. 
January 31, 1920, the active students totaled 5,550; on January 31, 1921, they 
numbered 7,325—an increase of 1,775, or 32 per cent! 


We praise God for every one of the 1,164 new students, and for the large 


ask all who read this advertisement to unite with 
us in prayer that the Holy Spirit shall give to 
thousands more a vision for enlarged and more ef- 
ficient Christian service, through the splendid train- 
ing awaiting them by enrolling for a Moody Bible 
Institute Correspondence Course. 


Some Gains in View 


Are you tempted to think that you cannot afford 
the time or the money ? 


small outlay required to undertake systematic 
study of God’s Word with the hel 


Rev. C. I. Scofield, D.D., and others who pre- 
pared the Institute’s Correspondence Courses. 


The best of all remedies for doubt cencerning 
the Bible is reverent and systematic study of the 


To fill empty pews with devout worshipers, ** fill 


gent, comprehensive knowledge of its marvelous, 
life-giving, life-sustaining, life-glorifying contents. 


Totransform an unsatisfactory Christian experience, to change defeat to victory, to mount 
up where vision is enlarged, the footing sure, capacity for service gloriously increased and the 


unto God, a werkman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the Word of Truth.” 


Enroll Now! 


study under your own control. The prices are very 
low—the courses are not sold for profit. There 
Is no better time to start than NOW. 
coupon at once for Free Prospectus describing 
our cight courses in detail. 


Enrolling Fast 


necessary to bring them nearer to the 
Then 


December, 1920, and January 


the total number of active students, and 


is incurred but great gain from the 


of such emi- 


teachers as Rev. James M. Gray, D.D., 


Bible and lead the hearers into intelli- 


daily reality, “* STUDY to shew thyself approved 


You will be a personal pupil— 
time, place and amount of 


Send the 





In a week or two! s@ = ===eyM All THE COUPON TO-DAY*#*"""="; 


like to ge through them afl.’’ a THE MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE ;. 
Aapther ro td oan wih te on wees 6 Dept. 5734, 153 Institute Place, Chicago, Ill. 4 
-_ we et oe pA poe ee a 4 4 Send ment og ag ge giving ee coe ma . 
i tion regarding your eight courses in Correspondence 
snarhed eOqpee in my life. It is truly ' Bible Study. 2 4 po : 
Trained Bible Students ay oy APO ihe ak hte avatar € 
are more and more in demand for : 
Christian service at home and abroad. ES Ee EE, SEN ae ee 
Whether in the home, church, school, # ae 
or the business world, this training is ® - it 
of inestimable value. H Tetcrrtre Cae ee eee BM 2 eG oe H 




















































196 


Does Your 


ENGLISH 


Help or Hurt You? 


Do you make mistakes in spelling, punctuation,pro- 
nunciation, or grammatical usage ou ever use 

t, ordinary words in place of powerful, dynamic 
words? Your language tells what you are. lt governs 
your business and social success. Most people ate 
only 61% efficient in the essentials of English. But 
ow any one can master English in only 15 minutes a 
day. Sherwin Cody’s 
remarkable new pat- 
ent enables you to 
see ata glance just 
how efficient you now 
are and how. much 
you improve every 
day. No rules to 
memorize. No drudg- 
ery. No tiresome 
study. Simple self- 
correcting method 
makes it easy an 
pleasant, 


How to Speak 
and Write 
MASTERLY 
ENGLISH 


‘That is the title of our new Free Book. You will be 
giad ou wrote for this book, no matter how much or 

ow little you may know about the English language 
and its proper usage in your business and social life. 
This book, sent free, is for the employee and employer, 
for stenographers, bookkeepers, anthers, correspond- 
ents, clerks, credit men, typists, lawyers—in fact for 
everyone who really wants to make a Aad/t of using 
correct, forceful, convincing English. Write to-day 
for this book. 


Sherwin Cody’s Wonderful 
100% Self-Correcting Method 


Spend only 15 minutes a day with Sherwin Cody’s 

ew Invention—and , how your English im- 
proves. Mr. Cody is perhaps the greatest and best 
nown teacher of business English in the country. 
This new patent is the result of 20 years’ experience 
and takes the place of a teacher at your elbow. 

r. Cody's method teaches you from the ground 
up. Old methods do not stick in the mind. Mr. Cody’s 
pew invention teaches by HABIT—makes it EASI- 
EST to do it the RIGHT way. Lessons include 
Expression, Spelling, Punctuation, Grammar, 
Reading and Conversation. One lesson each evening 
except Saturday and Sunday. And so simple is the 
new invention that you see at a glance your errors 
- and note every day your improvement. 


New Invention! Book Free! 


Every time you speak or write you show just how 
much you know. Lack of language power may easily 
be costing you thousands of dollars every year, See 
what Mr. Cody can do for you. See what a few 
minutes a day NOW will mean to you later. It costs 
noting to find out. Mail the coupon or a postal card 
this very minute for the free book ‘‘ How to Speak 
and Write Masterly English.” 1t will prove a revela- 
tion to you. WRITE NOW. Address 


SHERWIN CODY SCHOOL OF ENGLISH 
354 Searle Building Rochester, N. Y. 


Sherwin Cody School of English 
354 Searle Building, Rochester, N. Y. 


Please send me your Free Book, ‘* How to Speak 
and Write Masterly English.” 





Name 
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BRONZE asiets 


WRITE TODAY 
FOR FREE BOOK—S— 


FLOUR CITY ORNAMENTAL IRON CO, 


Minneapouis, Minn. 


BRON TABLETS 


Free Book of Designs 
Jno. Williams, Inc., Bronze Foundry 
(Dept. 9), 556 W. 27th St., New York City. 


PULPITS~ 


Chairs, Tables, Hymn Boards, Cellection Plates, ete. 


Globe Furniture Company, 23,P5:*Fisce- 









































(CHURCH FURNITURE 7 


Pews, Pulpits, Chairs, Altars, Book Racks, 
Tebtes, Communion Outfits, Desks—EVERY- 
THING. The 


finest furniture made. Direct from 








You tan be quickly cured, if you 


STA 


Send 10 cents for 288-page book on Stammering 
Stuttering, “Its Cause and Cure."’ It tells how 


@ured myself after stammering 20 yrs. B. N. Bog 
$879 Ronue Bidg., 1147 N. Gil, St, Indianapolis, 
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For Family Worship 


By the Director of the 
Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


The Great Commission PrayerLeague, 808 North 
La Salle Street, Chicago, is a faith movement, de- 
pendent for its support wholly upon the Lord 
through “them that are His.’’ Its leaflets are 


tion. Its office staff gladly respond to personal 
calls for intercession as such calls are sent to them 
by mail and otherwise. Readers are asked to pray 
for God's guidance and blessing of the League.— 
Editor of The Sunday School Times. 


Urgent Prayer Requests 


f URING the first five weeks of 1921, 
over five thousand requests for 
prayer were sent in by mail. Hundreds 
of these were for revival. The ex- 
tracts which appear below are typical, 
showing specific and definite needs. Oh, 
how the Lord’s remembrancers need to 
redouble their diligence ! 





April 11 to 17 
Mon.—Mark 6:1-6. Jesus the Carpenter. 


Labor is called a blessing, but Jesus 
took it upon himself as a part of the 
consequences of sin. He “took upon 
him the form of a servant,” and all 
that went therewith. “Many were as- 
tonished.” The foolishness of heaven is 
wiser than the wisdom af earth. 

PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: From an Ohio 
pastor: “Am working in a community 








that is completcly saturated with anti- 
|Christian doctrines of various sorts, 
|which as a consequence filled the church- 
| members with worldliness and weakness.” 
Pray for this pastor and church, and all 
|such pastors and churches, 
Tues.—2 Thessalonians 3 : 6-13. 
Earning a Livelihood. 
Jesus came to deliver man, not from 
the experience of toil, but from 
slavery; not from physical suffering, but 


published free in the Lord for prayerful distribu- 





its | 


| from rebellion against suffering; not | 


from the presence of sin, but from its 
dominion and power. No toil is ever 
drudgery to the man who is fully in 
God’s will. 

PRAYER Succestions: From D, E. 
| Hoste, Director, China Inland Mission, 
Shanghai: “Between fifty and sixty mil- 
Mons of tracts, posters, and Christian 
books have recently been circulated in 
China, besides millions of Scriptures. 
Does not this fact constitute a great 
call for the intercessions of God’s peo- 
ple? Simply to circulate literature is 
not enough, unless it is followed by per- 
severing prayer.” 

Wed.—Genesis 2 : 4-14. God Puts Man to Work. 


In God’s matchless economy he is 
able to turn even a curse to account. “It 
lis better,” says Scofield, “for fallen man 
| to battle with a reluctant earth than to live 
without toil.” Far better to labor than 
ito loaf. 

PrAyER SuGcesTIons: From a Phila- 
delphia business man: “You know the 
peculiar and trying times the average 
business man is having in these days of 
financial distress. I do thank God for 
his great blessings, but I find it iw- 





with him. Great wisdom 
to prevent losses. I most earnestly covet 
your prayers.” -Pray for all such. 
Thurs.—Nehemiah 2: 16-20. The Builders. 


Nehemiah’s builders were laborers to- 
gether one with another and with Ne- 
hemiah, Thus the reproach of Jerusalem 
was removed. And thus also will the 

oken-down walls of the Church be 
rebuilt and its reproach removed when 
every member acts upon his responsi- 
bility ‘as a laborer together with the Head 
of the Church, in intercession and in 
service. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: From a nurse: 
“A few nights ago the thought was 
borne in upon me: ‘If you will be as 
earnest for those on your prayer list 
as yu were for your patients when they 
were at death’s door, God will give you 
their souls’ I took this as from the 
Lord, and am acting in faith.” 


is necessary 





possible to live without daily communion | 





| 
| 
| 
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man’s garden 


hey garden measured 20 
x 25 feet. From a $1.15 


got $14.50 worth of vege- 
tables incomparably superior 
in freshness, flavor and ten- 
derness to the tough, stringy 
kind his wife used to buy at 
exorbitant prices. 


“Pure-bred seeds” means 
Ferry’s seeds, of course— 
the kind that professional 
and amateur gardeners have 
preferred for sixty years. 
Ferry’s pure-bred Seeds come 
from seed families which for 
many generations have pro- 
duced vegetables of fine flavor 
and tenderness or flowers of 
supreme color, vigor and size. 


FERRY'S: 


pure bred 





profit from this ! 


worth of pure-bred seeds he - 


D. M. FERRY & CO., Detroit, Mich. 
(and Windsor, Ontario) 


“lial, = Pek 


The parent plants are 
selected from acres of plants 
and judged by rigid stand- 
ards. Their progeny are 
tested for vitality, compared 
point by point with their par- 
ents’ good qualities. Those 
that pass the tests are sold as 
Ferry’s pure-bred Seeds—at 
10c per paper. 


Do not take a chance. Buy 
Ferry’s “at the store around the 
corner.” Write for Ferry’s Seed 
Annual. It’s full of helpful gar- 
den data, (Free). Write today. 











SEEDS 





Fri.—Proverbs 24 : 27-34. 
The Worker and the Sluggard. 
One hour of needless early morning 
slumber is worse than wasted. “It tend- 
eth to poverty,” spiritual and temporal. 
Which is better, the “morning watch,” 
or the all-day waste? Would you put ten 
years into one? Observe faithfully the 
365 “morning watch” hours of the year. 


PRAYER SuccesTions: From another 
“prayer list” letter: “I find such won- 
derful power in prayer; if others knew, 
they would soon take up their cross and 
follow Him, I have selected twenty-five 
for whom I am_praying, and am as- 
tonished at what God ts doing for them.” 


Sat.—Proverbs 31: 10-20. The Home-Maker. 


How many mothers and wives. and 
daughters measure up? Oh, the women 
that are home-breakers instead of home- 
makers! Blessed the husband, the son, 
the brother in whose home is “a virtu- 
ous woman.” 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: From a mother: 
“Alone in my room I asked for a prom- 
ise for the New Year, and this was 
given: ‘Lo, I am with you all the days,’ 
I am sorry to confess that there were 
a few days last week when I did not seem 
to realize His presence and I met de- 
feat, but this week we walk together, 
‘My Lord and I?” 


Sun.—Psalm 121:1-8. Strength for Labor. 


“As thy days, so shall thy strength 
be.” Have you been called to-day to a 
hard and difficult task? “Launch out on 
me. I am trusting you with the posses- 
sion of difficulties,” and “for this thing 
the Lord thy God shall- bless thee in 
all... that thou puttést thy hand unto” 
(Deut. 15: 10). 

PRAYER ‘SuGcEsTions: From a railroad 
engineer: “For many years I used to 
grumble and complain over the draw- 
backs, but since have Christ in my 
heart, oh, what a er it makes! 
I am awkward and slow of speech, but 
I do try to speak for Christ whenever I 
can. There is an unlimited field among 
railroad men.” 





“BIBLE BOYS AND GIRLS” 


A Biblical service of “S and Song” 
makes an ideal Children’s Day Program. 
Price, 20c., $2.00 per dozen; 25 or more, 15c, 
eac. All postpaid. 


A “music only edition,” containing all 
the music but none of the story; supplied 
at only $6.00 per 100, 


“ THE VISION SPLENDID” 
and “SEASON OF BEAUTY” 


Two unusual services of the usual 
type. Single copy, 8c. each, postpaid. 


* PRIMARY AND JUNIOR SONGS 
FOR CHILDREN’S DAY” 


A 32-page collection of songs written for 
Primary and Junior Departments. Indis- 
pensable for workers in these grades. 

Price 25c., postpaid. 
For 50c. one each of the above will be mailed 
to any address, or any of the lot sent at price 
quoted, 
Moneybackifyouwantit 


TULLAR-MEREDITH CO. 25,¥e4,36¢ & 


[EC RISINAL 


Children’s Day Music 


That something which distinguishes our material 
from that issued by others is to be found in 
abundance in our new Services, Cantatas, 
Children’s Songs and Exercises, Anthems, Sheet 
Songs, etc. Its superiority 1s easily perceived, 

C. Harold’s Lowden’s “‘ The Ideal 

Sunday Schoo! Music and How 

It is Attained”’. has mn apprecia- 

ted. Your copy is here for the asking 
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{Sth and Race Streets, Philadelphia. 
Would you love to 
have your own Na-~ 


LAY UP FOR YOURSELVES ¥2 ve 
TREASURES IN HEAVEN tive. trained. mas. 


port him for $1.20 a week ? Pray fer him by Name 7 
Have his report ? Would you leve to support one 
for some loved one ? for a memorial ? for the Lord 
Jesus ? Write REV. H. A. BARTON, Sec’y, Box E, 
473 Greene Ave.,Brooklyn, N.Y., for free literature. 


S. S. LESSON ILLUSTRATOR “=”. 


is only $1.00 for a whole year — LESS THAN - 
Don’t — He —— Kt — “There Cc 
is no other I like as well.”’ Sams$le ce; ree. 

158 Fifth Avenue, New York. Oy LT ee: sNesson 
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